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Dear Readers 


diversity of 

music, and 
enjoy considering 
where we, as dulcimer 
players and builders, 
have been and where 
we are going. In the 

= pages of Dulcimer 
Players News we’ve 

had people discussing the pros and cons of 1 1/2 frets, built-in pick- 
ups, friction pegs, traditional music, contemporary music, etc., each 
person passionate about things that matter to them. Not only as pub- 
lisher of DPN but as a performer I stand in (or close to) the middle 
of many issues. Don’t ask where I stand politically! 

I’ve loved music all my life. As a child, I lined up my dolls in 
front of the loveliest tiny dishes and presented them with beautiful 
menus. Then, I’d provide the entertainment for my restaurant, danc- 
ing to classical music played on a scratchy child’s record player or 
singing songs from any source available to me. I remembered 
classical music with fondness when I first looked for material for 
my fretted and hammered dulcimers. 

Today I play and sing just about anything that appeals to 
me, be it classical, jazz, traditional Celtic or Appalachi- 
an, or from the works of contemporary song writers. I 
meet people, and am delighted to learn from their spe- 
cialties. Some can play the blues right to your soul. 
Others know many ballads and can 
deliver them with storytelling con- 
viction. Different kinds of classical => 
music are covered by many dul- 
cimer players. Then there are those > od 
who explore modern music, be it rock 
or avant garde improvisations with a dombek. 
And perhaps this modern music is a fusion of 
sounds from the 1920's jazz clubs and/or 
medieval Europe! 

It’s nice to know there is room for us all. We try to 
remember the delightful variety of dulcimer players when 


P boa meet so many 
people and 
& hear such a 
i 


d 4 


each issue of Dulcimer Players News is put together. If we don’t 
seem to cover enough of your particular interest, we hope you will 
see the clubs listings, recordings and books mentioned, events cal- 
endar, and advertisements as ways to enrich your music. Or perhaps 
they can inspire you to form your own club, record your music, 
write about it, hold a festival —or advertise in DPN! 
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I’ve been asked, as I know you have, how long it has taken me 
to “master” the hammered dulcimer. In the past I’d answer that I 
haven’t mastered it yet. Realizing that my answer was a little flip 
for something asked in kindly innocence, I now simply say I’ve 
been playing for whatever number of years. Yes, I enjoy the good 
response of an audience when I play. Yes, I want to do this particu- 
lar song with soaring notes accompanied brilliantly on the dulcimer. 
But under all that, I delight in the reaching, the stretching of the 
musical mind. The end result is less important when I envision the 
wonderful moments along the way. 

I'll probably never stop playing dulcimers, but if I do, every- 
thing I’ve learned about the music and musicians, and the skills that 
my fingers, wrists, arms and mind have gained, will enrich my life 
forever. I hope your thoughts are similar. In my travels I'll meet 
someone who used to play a dulcimer who is now concentrating on, 
say, family history. Often this person will apologize to me for “fail- 
ing” at something. (“I just didn’t have time to practice when I began 
exploring genealogy.”) Perhaps we should all be kinder to ourselves 
and appreciate our own efforts. 

The October Dulcimer Players News inaugurates a new venture 

for us: specialty issues. In this one, we want to introduce to 
you a few of our musical friends who are certainly con- 
tributing to the knowledge about the dulcimer’s past 
and paving the way for its future. 

Now a personal note to those of you who have 
attended the Stringalong Weekends held at Camp 
Edwards in East Troy, Wisconsin. If you’ ve 

ever wondered what it would be like to fall 
off the dock during the marsh walk, far from 
the shore, right through the cattails, into the 
mud, all by yourself, just before the evening 
) concert, then squishing your way back to the 
cabin feeling like the Creature From The 
% Black Lagoon—talk with me. 


Editor's note: Many of these queries were 
received in time for, but inadvertently 
omitted from, the July DPN. We fervently 
hope that you folks who queried know 
we're harried, and sometimes 
buried—that’s why we tarried! 


@ I would love to hear from mountain 
dulcimer players and other acoustic musi- 
cians over here in Europe, especially in 
Southwest Germany where I live. My Ger- 
man is getting better, in a few years I'll be 
ready to tackle French. 

Mary Erhard 

Rheinstr. 121 

7500 Karlsruhe 21, Germany 


@ My thirteen year-old niece lives in St. 
Bruno, Quebec, near Montreal. I’ve given 
her a hammered dulcimer and am looking 
for someone to give her lessons. She’s 
motivated, musically inclined, and could 
make occasional trips to northern Vermont 
or New York, if no one were available clos- 
er to Montreal. 

John West Hunt 

38 Heyers Mill Road 

Colts Neck, NJ 07722 

(908) 462-2624 


Closing dates for the 
January—March, 1992 DPN 


Information for News & Notes, 
Letters, Music Exchange, etc: November 1st 


Classified Ads: November 10th 


Display Ads: November 10th (space reserva- 
tion), November 20th (camera-ready copy) 


For inquiries concerning interviews and arti- 
cles, contact us for details and a style sheet. 
Unsolicited manuscripts are welcome. For 
returns of manuscripts, photos, or artwork, 
please enclose a stamped envelope; other- 
wise DPN is not responsible for their eventu- 
al fate. The DPN reserves the right to edit all 
manuscripts for length and clarity. The opin- 
ions expressed therein are not necessarily 
those of the Dulcimer Players News. 


Music Exchange 


@ I have recently started a movement to 
reactivate the Bayou Dulcimer Club in 
Louisiana but have had much difficulty in 
locating potential members. Anyone in the 
New Orleans, Mandeville, or Baton Rouge 
area who is interested can contact me at the 
address below: 

Paul Andry 

350 Ridgewood Drive 

Mandeville, Louisiana 70448 

(504)845-3494 (home) 


@ I would like to hear from any hammer 
dulcimer players in or near Rome. 

Rev. Michael A. Blume, S.V.D. 

Via Dei Verbiti 

I-C.P. 5080 

00154 Rome, Italia 


@ [am trying to find someone who makes 
a psaltery — preferably someone who 
would sell a kit, but if that is impossible, 
then someone who sells a finished instru- 
ment. 

Ellen Altshuler 

Port Fitzroy P.O. 

Great Barrier Island 

Auckland, New Zealand 


@ [am looking for plans for making ham- 
mer dulcimers. Any help you could give 
would be appreciated. 

Ed Haage 

RR4 

Ottawa, IL 61350 


Ad Prices 
Display Ads 


1/12 page $25 
1/4 page $75 1/3 page $100 
1/2 page $150 Full page $300 
Inside front or back cover $400 
Outside back cover (% page) $400 


Contact us concerning multiple insertion 
discounts. Advertisers: Please be sure to 
mention which kind of dulcimer is featured 
on recordings. 


1/6 page $50 


Classified Ads: 
40¢ per word. 4 issues paid in advance without 
copy changes: 20% discount. 


@ | just bought my first dulcimer (moun- 
tain) and I am determined to learn how to 
play it. I found a couple of books but.. .If 
there are any dulcimer teachers in this area, 
it would be of help. 

Brenda Wright 

6801 Apamatica La. 

Chesterfield, Virginia 23832 


M@ I don’t have anyone to play with or 
teach me new songs on fretted dulcimer. I 
tried learning by tape but that doesn’t seem 
to work for me. I need simple instruction, 
especially on spiritual songs. 

Darlene Cornetti 

102 Cornetti Road 

Cabot, Pennsylvania 16023 


@ Alan Glen would like to hear from any- 
one who has an older (fretted) dulcimer for 
sale, as well as any instruction books. His 
address is: 

P.O. Box 45 

Hepburn Springs 

Victoria 3461, Australia 


@ | am looking for information on moun- 
tain dulcimer stands. I have only seen them 
once, at the Cooks Forest Dulcimer Festi- 
val; the group that had them was Abnormal 
Sines. 

Diane M. Urban 

60 Dogwood Drive 

Jackson,NJ 08527 


Technical Dulcimer questions 
Sam Rizzetta 
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Inwood, WV 25428 
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Anna Selfridge 
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Lima, OH 45805 


Clubs Column 

Judy Ireton 

6865 Scarff Road 

New Carlisle, OH 45344 


What's New and Reviews 
Carrie Crompton 
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Andover, CT 06232 


News & Notes 


edited by 
Anna Selfridge 


his summer’s heat wave has left 

most people in the Midwest 

feeling somewhat “brain dead.” 

It was too hot to think, play, 

eat, or do anything interesting 
if it meant one had to leave the air condi- 
tioning. Luckily, some dulcimer festivals 
happened before the heat wave got into 
full swing. The Southern Michigan Dul- 
cimer Festival in June enjoyed huge 
crowds; there were so many warm bodies 
that the organizers got the willing per- 
formers to do two sets of concerts. The 
festival was a huge success, despite rainy 
weather. What can they come up with for 
next year to top this? 

Jerry Rockwell and Jim Hudson 
(who got together this year at the Great 
Black Swamp Festival) have conspired on 
anew project —a cassette of mountain 
and hammer dulcimer music all in waltz 
tempo— entitled Jn Perfect Harmony... 
Contact Jerry at 6368B Ambleside Dr., 
Columbus OH 43229. 

A name change to report: The duo 
known up till now as Passages has left 
that name behind and is now going by 
their given names, Jem Moore and Ari- 
ane Lydon. Their latest recording is 
Dancing With the Straw Man, and can be 
obtained direct from them at PO Box 
1352, Marrietta, GA 30061. 

The dulcimer world lost one of its 
friends this summer with the death of 
Charles Hardy. Charles wasn’t a dul- 
cimer player, but you’d see —and 
hear—him at many of the dulcimer festi- 
vals, playing his musical saw. And could 
he play! He had played it for 54 years, and 
was the 1984 Judges’ Grand Prize Winner 
at the Festival of the Musical Saw in 
Santa Cruz, CA. We learned from friends 
in the Paint Creek Folklore Society that 
Mr. Hardy died suddenly in July. We join 
them in sending our condolences to his 
family. Somehow we feel sure, though, 
that he’s found a way to add saw accom- 
paniment to the “Heavenly Choir” the 
way he had with the Ruffwater 
Stringband. 


A request to all my friends out 
there — (if you’re reading this column 
you're a friend): Please send me cards and 
letters, clippings, anything you feel might 
be of interest to the dulcimer playing 
world. Any of you who are involved, even 
marginally, in organizing an event or festi- 
val, send us what information you can, 
even if it’s just dates, in plenty of time for 
publication. I know it’s tough to think so 
far ahead, but it makes us sad to realize 
that a flier received in June for a Septem- 
ber festival is useless. I know minds are 
barely operating this summer, but if you’ll 
try to get your tidbits to us early it will 
help all of us immensely. We don’t always 
have time to drop you a thank you note, 
but please believe that we sincerely appre- 
ciate all the help that you give us. 

For readers who are keeping posted on 
the INS situation (new immigration act), 
the new law goes into effect on October 
1, 1991. The Spring and Summer issues 
of Sing Out! feature columns on this sub- 
ject. For more information, contact the 
INS direct at 425 I Street, Washington, 


Charles Hardy playing his musical saw 


DC 20536, or write Billie Hockett at 535 
Concord Ave., Lexington, MA 02173. 
Speaking of that Summer Sing Out!, let’s 
promote another of our esteemed colum- 
nists! Lorraine Lee fans will be happy to 
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note that she authored the guest column, 
“Hey Rube!,” where she talks about her 
experiences as a mountain dulcimer 
teacher and performer. 

We learn that Keith Young, of the Mill 
Run Dulcimer Band, has completed build- 
ing his 1,000th dulcimer! It’s the first of 
an original new model, the Concert 
model, with a new shape, new sound- 
holes, new sound, etc...“ideal for stage 
performances.” Contact Keith at 3815 
Kendale Rd., Annandale, VA 22003, for 
more musings. 

David Schnaufer was a double winner 
in the second annual Nashville Scene 
music awards, taking “Best None-of the- 
Above Instrumentalist” for the second 
consecutive year, as well as “Best Acous- 
tic/Folk Act.” Congratulations! 

More winners! The Roscoe Village 
Foundation (Coshocton, Ohio) announced 
the winners of their May Dulcimer Days 
Competitions, and here they are (listed in 
Ist, 2nd, and 3rd place order): 
Beginners — Mark Wade, Alice Ann Huff, 
Lee Heilman; Courting —Earl Whitehill 
and Alice Ann Huff, Art Nicholas and 
Ruth Martin, Marge Diamond and Sam 
Brown; /nnovative — Sue Witte, Barbara 
Ernst, Alinda Sigismondi; Vocal — Greg 
Tomlin, Dana Vibberts, Rita Tomlin. 
Mountain Dulcimer Duet—Greg and Rita 
Tomlin, Sharon and Wayne Emory, Earl 
Whitehill and Alice Ann Huff; Mid- 

Eastern Regional Hammered 
Dulcimer Championship — Tina Bergman, 
Jody Byers, Becky Kempthorne; Mid- 
Eastern Regional Mountain Dulcimer 
Championship — Trish Dillon, Barbara 
Ernst, 
Sue Witte. 

Let’s end with a quote from Marylou 
Batterly, of the Silver Strings Dulcimer 
Society: “Have you heard that dulcimer 
playing is not hereditary — it’s just conta- 
gious!” I’ll second that and add that it’s 
one of the nicest diseases I know. 


More news from the Dulcimer 
Players News office... 


Washington, DC area folksingers 
Cathy Fink and Marcy Marxer were 
awarded an “A-” by columnist Bob Levy 


continued on page 5 


Letters to Us 


Dear DPN, 

Ihave 1 1/2, 6 1/2, and 8 1/2 frets on 
several instruments, as well as a fully 
chromatic dulcimer built by Jerry Rock- 
well. I originally added the 1 1/2 fret to 
provide the flatted third interval in the 
scale for playing the Blues, but I found it 
useful for quite a few other purposes as 
well, but you already know that from 
Ron’s article. 

The chromatic instrument is one that I 
use to experiment with “jazzy” melodies 
and chords, that would be difficult or 
impossible with a diatonic fret pattern. It’s 
a 4-string instrument that I usually tune 
DGBE, like the top four strings on a guitar. 
When you do that, you don’t get a “bad 
guitar.” You don’t get a dulcimer either, 
but so what? It’s just a tool for making 
music. 

A lot of people have asked me why I 
don’t just get a guitar. There are two 
answers. First, because I don’t play the 
guitar. Second, because it isn’t a guitar 
replacement. For instance, you can play 
chords with high melody notes that you 
couldn’t dream of on a guitar, by stretch- 
ing with your thumb...As far as I’m con- 
cerned, there is no such thing as a 
“dulcimer song.” There is just music to be 
played, and a dulcimer to play it on. 

I have nothing against those of us that 
use traditional-style instruments. Heck, 
some of my best friends play traditional- 
style dulcimers. But I don’t force my 
predilections on them, and I have no inten- 
tion to remove the “extra” frets. 

Steven K. Smith 
Newark, OH 


Dear DPN: 

I think you all did a great job with the 
layout and editing of the Joe Fulaytar piece 
[July 1991 DPN]. Joe is very pleased with 
the article (it was a surprise). Joe would 
like two copies for his family, so I told him 
I would pass on the request... 

Gerry Milnes 
Elkins, WV 


Ruth Grosjean and Mildred Crain, 
who met through the DPN 


Dear DPN: 

Ruth Grosjean, from Roswell, NM, 
came to visit Mama (Mildred Crain) last 
week. They became friends through the 
DPN —Ruth saw the letter on Mama’s 
90th birthday and wrote to Mama, and 
now they have gotten to know each other. 
We all had a nice time. Mama and I 
demonstrated dulcimer building at the 
Alabama Woodworkers Guild Show in 
May. Ruth played dulcimer all day stop- 
ping only long enough to eat a sandwich, 
she loved every minute. She truly loves the 
dulcimer —she knows 150 songs and says 
she is going to learn 150 more. She is 70 
years old... 

Mama and I also demonstrated dul- 
cimers and had a display of the different 
shapes at the Alabama Folk Fair in Besse- 
mer. We won the Honorable Mention rib- 
bon and $50. We had a nice time. 

Martha Jean Crain 
Dolomite, AL 


Dear DPN: 

I want to thank you for producing the 
DPN. It keeps me linked to other dul- 
cimerists and keeps me informed as to 
what is happening in the dulcimer world. 
The people you have chosen for the 
columns are great; they are the ones I look 
up to as the gurus of dulcimer playing and 
music, and are the authorities to me. Along 
with The Autoharpoholic, the DPN is the 
only magazine or publication of any kind 
that I read cover to cover, and re-read 
without getting bored. I read every letter, 
word and advertisement. 

The DPN has hooked me up with some 
wonderful luthiers, for example Blue Lion 
and Ken Hamblin. I had the happy experi- 
ence of visiting Ken and his wife in person 
to pick up a dulcimer. It was a pleasant and 
wonderful trip that my wife and I will not 
forget. We still keep in touch. 

The DPN also linked me up with Linda 
Russell. I wrote to her after seeing the 
great article done about her in the DPN 
(July 1990]. I got to meet Linda, who lives 
right here in New York City. She intro- 
duced my wife and me to some wonderful 
music places in the New York area. 

After seeing the article on Joe Fulaytar, 
whom I had the pleasure of seeing perform 
at Spring Augusta, I could not help but 
write... 

But Warren C. Norwood’s letter [July 
1991] was my main reason for writing. I 
couldn’t agree with him more...If you 
want all of those frets, get a guitar...1 
know that the unique dulcimer sound can- 
not be rivaled by a guitar, but a guitar is 
one beast and the dulcimer is another. Fin- 
gerpicking is fine, but I agree with Warren: 
no thanks, no 1 1/2 fret for me. 

Dovid Avnet 
Brooklyn, NY 


Dear DPN: 

So delighted to see my Howard 
Mitchell article in print [July 1991 DPN} 
and Howie was even more delighted! He 
got a number of inquiries...My only com- 
plaint was that so many of the quotes were 
dropped, but I understand the space limita- 
tions. There were many people who were 
enthused about supplying comments on 
Howie... 

Erik R. Blomstedt 
Joliet, IL 


Dear DPN: 

I suppose that I am among your older 
set (although old age is always fifteen 
years older than I am) and perhaps I view 
some things a bit differently. I grew up in 
good ole Nawth Carolina ah-studin’ our 
folk ways long before it was very popular. 
My dad used to take me to John Jacob 
Niles concerts, so I have known the 
Appalachian dulcimer for a long time, 
although I have only recently taken to 
playing and making the things. 

I have one request, which is to not 
rename the instrument...the fretted dul- 
cimer, the lap dulcimer, etc. It already has 
a name, the Appalachian Mountain dul- 
cimer. I can accept an occasional shorten- 
ing to Appalachian dulcimer or mountain 
dulcimer, but I really “fret” when more 
modern terms are used. The Appalachian 
dulcimer is as much of a distinction from 
the hammered dulcimer as any of the “new 
terms,” which lack the colorful and 
romantic history. 

John Stockard 
Millegeville, GA 


Dear DPN, 

I really appreciate the festival listings 
and the Euro Tunes. I think it’s healthy to 
explore other cultures and music — an 
alternative to our own traditional vs. con- 
temporary back-and-forths. Being of Ger- 
man descent, I enjoy the German or 
Austrian tunes but French folk music 
always has a sunny disposition and I enjoy 
that, too. I belong to the Chicago Zither 
Club and it was interesting to find out that 
zitherists consider the mountain dulcimer 
as a sort of primitive cousin! After looking 
over some zither instruction books and 
watching a zither player, I can only con- 
clude that they certainly are related. In 
fact, as the dulcimer acquires more 1/2 
frets, there might be a day when the fin- 
gerboard will be chromatic, like the zither 
is now. Then the only difference will be 
the way it is tuned and the fact that the 
zitherist is also playing chords with the 
right hand. The autoharp took off in the 
other evolutionary direction from the 
zither by taking the fretboard completely 
off and relying exclusively on chords. 

Keep up the good work! 

Pat Walke 
Preston, IA 
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News & Notes continued 


in the May 30 Washington Post. His 

column is titled, ’Prof. Levy’s Grades for the Spring Semester” and alternately heaps 
accolades and lampoons upon a dozen local figures and media events. “Your kids know 
them and their songs, even if you don’t....Fink and Marxer get a minus only because 
they perform out of town (and therefore out of earshot) every once in a while.” 

Readers of the June issue of Southern Living magazine may have spotted the great 
photo of dulcimer builder Bill Taylor of the Blackberry Hollar Dulcimers shop in the 
article on Craftmen’s Valley at Dollywood, Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. It was nice also 
to receive a newspaper article about John Rearigh of Apollo, Pa, a retired mailman 
who now makes mountain dulcimers, guitars, and banjos as a hobby. He often plays 
the dulcimer, his favorite instrument, during local church services. His only goal, 
according to the article, is “to have a good, fulfilling day. And every day is.” Keep 
playing, John. 

Check out page 250 of bestselling author Andrew M. Greeley’s latest smash hit, 
The Cardinal Virtues (page 242 in paperback). Greeley’s characters often are music- 
lovers and, in The Cardinal Virtues, Father Lar McAuliffe and his faithful “hound of 
heaven,” Norah, are spending an evening listening to the hammered dulcimer Christ- 
mas tapes —‘“‘delicious music” —of none other than Joemy Wilson. Congratulations 
not only to Joemy, but to Andrew Greeley for having such good taste in music. 

And, congratulations to Joemy Wilson and Maggie Sansone for their honorable 
mention awards from NAIRD (National Association of Independent Record Distribu- 
tors and Manufacturers). Joemy placed in the Seasonal category with her recording 
Gifts, Vol. III: Christmas Music From Around The World on the Dargason label. Mag- 
gie placed in the Celtic category with Mist & Stone on Maggie’s Music. 


: AND : 
Maagie’s @s) Music 
99 iy 


Traditional Music from the British Isles, lreland and America 
featuring hammered dulcimer & Celtic harp 


“Beautiful, a musical tour of the wellspring of Celtic music.’ 
—SCHWANN 


CDs S15 at POSTPAID WITH MENTION OF THIS AD. MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 


TAPES S10 ea 
MAGGIE'S MUSIC INC * PQ BOX 4144 * ANNAPOLIS. MD 21403 © (301) 268-3394 
MasterCard/VISA accepted on phone orders. Don't forget to ask for our FREE CATALOG! 


Events 


edited by 
Anna Selfridge 


Deadline for the January-March Dul- 
cimer Players News is October 25th (sent 
to Anna Selfridge). The DPN office can 
accept listings up until November Ist. All 
of you who are involved, even marginally, 
with festivals, send us flyers or even just 
the dates of your events in plenty of time 
for publication. I’m typing this on July 
24th to have it in the DPN office by 
August Ist. You won't be reading the 
journal until late October. I'm sorry to 
Say the the flyer I got in June for a 
September festival is useless. You'd be 
amazed at the number of press releases 
that don’t come out until a week or two 
before events. We need a good under- 
ground to get the news to the people who 
need it, and that’s you! Anna Selfridge, 
3355 Ft. Amanda Rd., Lima, OH 4580S. 


October 11-13 * Yermo, CA 

Calico Days, featuring bluegrass hoote- 
nanny with various contests, clogging, 
dance, at Calico Ghost Town. Camping 
available. Info: Calico Days, PO Box 638, 
Yermo, CA 92398. 619/254-2122 


October 12 * Archbold, OH 
German Fest with German music, pas- 
tries, food. Camping available. 
Wheelchair accessible. Info: Sauder Farm 
and Craft Village, St. Route 2, Box 332, 
Archbold, OH 43502. 419/446-2541. 


October 12 « Athens, GA 

North Georgia Folk Festival, featuring 
traditional folk music of Georgia, blues, 
bluegrass, old-time stringband, spirituals, 
Celtic music plus demonstrations by folk 
artists. Camping available. Handicapped 
accessible. Info: Angela Kudon, 
Athens/Clark Arts Div., Courthouse, 325 
E. Washington St., Athens, GA 30601. 
404/354-2670. 


(J PCSEEK PRODUCTION 


rn” 


Presents 


“That Old-Time Religion, 


by Kendra Ward-Bence. This 
long-awaited songbook features 30 
of the best loved traditional hymns, 
arranged for the hammered dulci- 
mer. “Amazing Grace,” “Blessed 


Assurance,” “Rock of Ages,” 
“Onward Christian Soldiers,” and 
many more! All are written in 
standard notation and TAB, and 
includechords and lyrics! $12.00 


The Hammered Dulcimer Hand- 
book, by Kendra Ward-Bence: a 
complete and concise guide for the 
beginning hammered dulcimer 
player. All songs and exercises 
are written in both standard no- 
tation and TAB! Book and cas- 
sette: $21.00 ¢ Book only: $16.00. 


Upcreek Productions * Route 1, 


October 18-20 « Glen Rose, TX 
October Acoustic Weekend, with per- 
formances and workshops on hammered 
and mountain dulcimers, autoharp, guitar 
and more. Crafts too. Info: Joe Morgan, 
2624 Quail Ridge, Irving, TX 75060. 
214/986-6371. 


October 19 « Golden, MS 

Dulcimer Days Festival, sponsored by 
the Ala-Sippi Dulcimer Association, held 
at Tishomingo State Park. Features perfor- 
mances, jam sessions, and sales booths. 
Info: Holis E. Long, Box 76, Golden, MS 
33847. 


October 20-26 * Brasstown, NC 
Fall Dance Week at the John C. Camp- 
bell Folk School. Appalachian music, 
crafts, dancing, storytelling, nature stud- 
ies. Info: John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Brasstown, NC 28902. 800/837-2775. 


x" Down Yonder, by Kendra Ward & Bob Bence. This spirited 
new cassette features: “Under The Double Eagle,” “Foggy Moun- 
tain Breakdown,” “Wings Of A Dove,” “Old Rugged Cross,” 
“Duelling Banjos,” and more! $10.00 


n&'Way Down Yonder, by Kendra Ward & Bob Bence. 
Compact Disc featuring all selections from Down Yonder, plus new 
recordings of Kendra Ward classics, such as “Wildwood Flower,” 


“Red Wing,” “Orange Blossom Special,” and others! $15.00 


Make Checks PayableTo: 


Kendra S. Ward-Bence 
Please add $2.” shipping to each order. 


(Ohio residents also add 6% sales tax) 


Tanke Your! 


31032 S.R. 325 + Langsville, OOH 45741 


October 20-27 « Elkins, WV 

October Old-Time Week blends moun- 
tain music with the mountain fall foliage. 
Workshops, dances and concerts. Info: 
Augusta Heritage Center, Davis & Elkins 
College, Elkins, WV 26241. 304/636- 
1903. 


October 25-27 ¢ Berea, KY 
Celebration of Traditional Music at 
Berea College’s Appalachian Center. Per- 
formances, instrumental workshops 
(includes dulcimer), square dancing. 
Camping available. Handicapped accessi- 
ble. Info: Loyal Jones, Berea College 
Appalachian Center, CPO 2336, Berea, 
KY 40404. 606/986-9341, Ext. 5140. 


October 25-27 « Gambier, OH 
Gambier Folk Festival, featuring con- 
certs, workshops and demonstrations at 
Kenyon College. Camping available. 
Handicapped accessible. Info: Gambier 
Folklore Society, c/o Howard Sacks, Box 
86, Kenyon College, Gambier, OH 43022. 
614/427-2158. 


October 25-27 « Elkins, WV 
Old-Time Festival & Fiddler’s 
Reunion sponsored by the Augusta Her- 
itage Center. Features workshops and con- 
certs. Info: Augusta Heritage Center, 
Davis & Elkins College, Elkins, WV 
26241. 304/636-1903. 


October 26 ¢ Ferrum, VA 

Blue Ridge Folklife Festival with per- 
formances, workshops, and crafts by arti- 
sans of the Blue Ridge Mountains. 
Camping available. Handicapped accessi- 
ble. Info: Blue Ridge Institute, Ferrum 
College, Ferrum, VA 24088. 
703/365-4415. 


October 26 © Helen, GA 

Fall Harvest Music and Dance Festi- 
val, with crafts, concert, and dancing. 
Info: Programming Unit, Unicoi State 
Park, PO Box 1029, Helen, GA 30545. 
404/878-2201, ext. 282. 


November 1-3 « East Troy, WI 
Stringalong Weekend with concerts, 
workshops, singing and dancing. Dul- 
cimer activities. Held at YMCA Camp 
Edwards. Bring or rent an instrument. 


College credit available. Handicapped 
accessible. Info: UWM Folk Center, c/0 
Ann Schmid, PO Box 413, Milwaukee, 
WI 53201. 414/229-4177. 


November 8-10 « Wickenburg, AZ 
Four Corner States Festival, featuring 
performers, dancing, contests (flat-pick 
guitar, banjo, mandolin, fiddle, and misc.). 
Camping available for self-contained 
units. Info: Chamber of Commerce, Draw- 
er CC, Wickenburg, AZ 85358. 
602/684-5479. 


November 23 * Dawsonville, GA 
Dulcimer Festival, sponsored by the 
North Georgia Foothills Dulcimer Associ- 
ation, to be held at Amicalola Falls State 
Park. Workshops, open stage, concert and 
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free vendor space. Info: Bill Buffington, 
5375 Thompson Mill Rd., Hoschton, GA 
30548. 404/967-2176. 


Dec. 26-Jan. 1 © Brasstown, NC 
Winter Dance Week. New England and 
Southern music, traditional contras, 
squares, circle and couple dancing. Info: 
John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Brasstown, NC 28902. 704/837-2775. 


December 27-30 ¢ White Springs, FL 
Florida Frolic Celebration of folk songs, 
music, dances, story telling and crafts 
from around the state. Held at the Stephen 
Foster Center. Info: Florida Dept. of State, 
Folklife Programs, PO Box 265, White 
Springs, FL 32096. 904/397-2192. 


HAMMERED 
DULCIMERS 


From 
°339 
HAMMERED 
DULCIMER KITS 


$169 


Hammered 
j Dulcimers at 
' Affordable Prices! 


432 BURTON, S.W. 
P.O. BOX 6542 
GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49516-6542 


(616) 245-0243 


Legal size S.A.S.E. for information 


You can find 
a great dulcimer 


in New York City. 


After the Rain 


A gallery of fine handcrafts in Soho 


featuring 
Appalachian Dulcimers 
by Blue Lion, Ron Ewing 
& North Country Dulcimers 


and Hammered Dulcimers 


by Dusty Strings 


After the Rain 


149 Mercer Street 
New York, NY 10012 
(212) 431-1044 


Open Monday-Saturday 11-7 
Sunday 12-6 


8 @ Dulcimer Players News 


Sally Rogers 


Sally Rogers is a dynamic stage performer, having been 
singing with mountain dulcimer and guitar accompaniment for a 
number of years now. She performs solo as well as with her hus- 
band, banjo player Howie Bursen, and with Claudia Schmidt. 
Her recordings include Closing The Distance (with Claudia 
Schmidt) and Generations. Her work embodies a commitment to 
the environment and concerns for peace. 


1990 was a busy year for me in the recording studio. I released 
two albums: a children’s album of 
ecology songs (Piggyback Planet, 
Round River Records) which went on to 
win the Parent’s Choice Gold Award and 
an honorable mention in the children’s 
category from NAIRD (National Inde- 
pendent Record Distributors). My hus- 
band, Howie Bursen, and I recorded our 
second album, When Howie Met Sally, for 
Flying Fish Records. 

This year, Claudia Schmidt and I will 
be releasing our second duo album, While 
We Live, on Red House Records. I also 
hope to be publishing a children’s picture 
book version of my song, “Over in the 
Endangered Meadow,” which is based on 
the traditional song, “Over in the Meadow”. 
I would love to do more work in the area of 
children’s publishing and will also probably 
widen the range of concerts I do for families 
and children. Perhaps this increased interest 
is due to the growing size of our family. Our 
daughter, Malana, is now three, and we are in 
the process of adopting a second child, also 
from India. No doubt you’ll be seeing a slow- 
down in my performing career in the next cou- 
ple of years, but I do intend to keep singing, 
performing and writing between diapers, drool and potty training. 


Bin 


Meanwhile, the swamp on our eastern border continues to hum 


with seasonal activity. We’re getting to know the herons in the 
rookery, the muskrats who like our lawn in the spring, the spring 


peepers and summer bullfrogs as well as the mother snappers who 


annually lay their eggs on our road. The ladyslippers bloom in 
hushed shades of pink just before the wild azaleas and mountain 
laurels. The few trees we have planted are dwarfed by the woods 
around us, but they remind us of those who have passed on in 
whose memories they grace our yard. Life is good. 


Recipe for Lemon Bread 

When Howie and I were married, we each had a household 
full of belongings and no room to put it all. So we requested that 
wedding gifts be limited to a favorite recipe or a quilt square of a 
given size, or a donation to a charity benefiting children. We 
received enough recipes to feed us for our first 25 years and 42 
quilt squares as well which have since been stitched together and 
are nearly quilted now, nine years later. 

This is one of our favorite cake/bread 
recipes sent to us from Pauline Harkins. I 
often add a cup of chopped nuts and I don’t 
usually use the topping. It’s like a pound 
cake, but a little lighter. 


Lemon Bread 
Preheat oven to 325° 
1/2 C. Shortening (Butter!) 
1-1/2 C. flour 
1 C. sugar 
1 tsp. baking powder 
2 eggs 
pinch salt 
1/2 C. milk 
grated rind of lemon 
Mix ingredients, bake 1 hour 
at 325°. 
Pour topping over loaf while hot. 
Topping: 
juice of 1 lemon 
1/2 C. sugar 
Mix and pour over top. 


Sally Rogers 
PO Box 98 
Abington, CT 06230 
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Come ‘Thou Fount of Every Blessing 


arr. Sally Rogers ©1991 
Tuning: DDAD 


CIMBALOMS — the ultimate hammered dulcimers 


are European, fully chromatic instruments with dampers, pedal 
and up to a 5-1/2 octave range. Their rich, powerful sound, from 
deep bass on up, cannot be approached by any other dulcimer. 
We have the largest selection of these instruments worldwide — in 
all sizes, new and used, as well as a comprehensive stock of playing 
sticks, strings, music and recordings. Our premises include a full 
repair and restoration shop (we also build cimbaloms), as well as a 
teaching studio. Visit our shop, call or write: 
A.L. Eppler Cimbaloms Ltd. 


P.O. Box 16513 - Seattle, WA 98116-0513 U.S.A. 
telephone: (206) 932-2211 


es 
= ai 


edited by 
Carrie Crompton 


Homesick Gypsy 
Gloria Hays, Making Jam, Etc., Rt. 1, Box 
246-A, Bowler, WI 54416 ( cassette) 

The title and the gypsy wagon on the 
red cover intrigued me even before I 
played this solo cassette album. In the first 
listening, I was mentally adding other 
instruments to the hammer dulcimer. 
However, the second and third times made 
me appreciate the arrangements as well as 
Gloria Hays’ sensitivity. The Scandina- 
vian influence on her playing gives her a 
refreshing sound. 

The first cut, “Solstice Wake-Up,” one 
of several composed by Hays, sets the 
mood with its haunting melody. Another 
Hays composition, “Nights of March,” 
uses the resonating quality of the dulcimer 
to great advantage; and another of her 
originals, “Hostfest Polka,” brought to 
mind the playing of Chet Parker. 

There is only one vocal on the album: 
“Do You Have Songs?” This is translated 
from the Finnish, and speaks of sharing 
songs, love, and living now. There are also 
O’Carolan pieces and Hays’ rendition of 
“Midnight in Moscow.” All in all, Home- 
sick Gypsy is a pleasurable listening 
experience. 

Esther Kreek 


Timeless 

Russell Cook, Wood and Sring Records, 
1513 Baker Road, Burleson TX 76028 
(cassette) 

As a hammered dulcimer builder, 
Russell Cook has a keen knowledge of his 
instrument’s range, voice, and dynamics, 
and as a player, he uses this knowledge to 
deliver a full spectrum of sound and 
emotion. In Timeless, both the arrange- 
ments and the instrumentation bring the 
most out of the dulcimer, while the mix 
gives us a very close and believable 
sound— almost like that of a family 
playing. 

Although no notes are provided on the 
performers, Cook is backed up by harp, 
guitar, flute, fiddle, cello, mandolin, pen- 
nywhistle, and banjo. I enjoyed the dance 


Musical Reviews 


between the dulcimer and the accompany- 
ing instruments on many of the tunes. 

The selections range from simple, lay- 
ered arrangements, such as the title cut, 
where at least half a dozen instruments 
slowly weave their way through the piece, 
to the music box-like “Laura’s Theme,” to 
“Drowsy Maggie,” which carries all the 
drive and energy of the Chieftains’ ver- 
sion. There are Irish tunes, hymns 
(“Blessed Assurance” is very soothing), 
and several popular numbers like “Exo- 
dus,” “If,” and “Time in a Bottle.” 

Whether you like bluegrass or folk or 
you’re middle-of-the-road, you’ll enjoy 
the variety on this recording. 

Jeff Doty 


Waves of Light 
Mark Nelson & Southern Light, PO Box 
799, Talent, OR 97540 (cassette, CD) 

Mark Nelson has performed a remark- 
able bit of electronic alchemy by placing 
the Appalachian dulcimer securely in the 
Space Age. Utilizing transducers from a 
Carvel electric guitar and MIDI technolo- 
gy, Nelson has married the dulcimer’s four 
strings to the brave new world of synthe- 
sizers. One of the last bastions of tradi- 
tional music may never be the same. 
Nelson and his quintet, Southern Light, 
use drums, sax, keyboards, and winds 
(both acoustic and synthesized), as well as 
guitars, dulcimers and hummel to create 
music that has been labeled New Age but 
is in reality jazz metamorphosing from 
traditional forms. 

From the opening samba, “Cosmo 
Time,” Nelson works out on the guitar. He 
has MIDI’d his acoustic six-string as well 
as his dulcimer. The effect on both instru- 
ments is subtle, primarily modifying their 
timbres to create more varied sounds. The 
MIDI dulcimer is used on only two of the 
eight pieces — “Standing Wave,” a Nelson 
original, and “The Faery Hills,” an 18th- 
century harp piece. Of the two, “The 
Faery Hills” is more in keeping with the 
dulcimer’s role as a melodic instrument. 
The dulcimer floats through the mix, an 
ethereal counterpart to the flowing sound 
of the flute.“Standing Wave” begins as a 
meditation on a melody awash in shim- 
mering curtains of sound, courtesy of the 
synthesized dulcimer and flute. The dul- 
cimer finds its own voice in a rhythmic 


round that is picked up by bass and piano 
and turned into a flute-driven samba. The 
ability to combine the stark, open sounds 
of the dulcimer with a vast array of elec- 
tronic effects is showcased with startling 
success.The focus of this album is on jazz. 
Nelson’s unique sound is never too far 
from the mainstream, but incorporates 
state-of-the-art technical wizardry. This is 
truly easy listening music, not in the pejo- 
rative sense, but as a pleasure to experi- 
ence. Sit back, lend an ear, and let it be. 
You’ll be rewarded. 

Steve Messenger 


Seasons of Change 

Dan Duggan, Esperance Productions, 
RD1, Box 208, Red Creek, NY 13143 
(cassette, CD) 

From the first sparkling notes, this 
recording is a treat for the listener. Using 
some “striking” technical innovations, 
Dan— the first person to win the national 
hammered dulcimer championship per- 
forming his own compositions — weaves a 
magical aural tapestry. Some of his pieces 
seem to spring from the heart of tradition- 
al music; one can hear melodies and 
rhythms that recall the structures of harp 
and dance tunes. Others, like the title cut 
and the opening tune, “Esperance,” are 
decidedly contemporary. 

The album’s most haunting piece is the 
echoing “Islesford,” which opens the sec- 
ond side. Played as a round between the 
muted harmonics of two dulcimers, this 
lovely tune has the plaintive quality of an 
old Appalachian ballad. 

“Carmen’s Music Box” uses four 
plucked (hammer) dulcimers to reproduce 
the sound of a music box’s crystalline 
chimes. “Bodega Bay,” with felt dampers 
and leather-covered mallets, sounds as if it 
were being played on mandolins in anoth- 
er room. In “Falling Leaves,” using three 
dulcimers, hand muting, harmonics, and 
wooden mallets, Duggan captures the deli- 
cate quality of autumn air and the fragile 
beauty of leaves drifting to earth. 

This album demonstrates to me that 
Dan Duggan has understanding and mas- 
tery of his instrument. It is like a time cap- 
sule that touches the soul of the past, 
while tapping into knowledge and tech- 
niques of the present. A joy to listen to. 

Steve Messenger 
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¢ Old Dulcimers and Old Tunes ¢ 


Ralph Lee Smith 


couple of years ago I walked into an antique shop in 
A Washington, D.C.—and caught my breath. Right 
there in front of me was something I had never 
expected to see for sale in my lifetime. 
Hanging by the fireplace in the shop, with its scroll and most of 
its head gone, its original pegs, nut, bridge, and tailpiece all 
missing, its right side caked with horse glue from an old, 
ineffective home repair, and its black body paint dulled by 
years spent in an attic or outbuilding, was an old dulcimer. 
Despite its damage, there was no mistaking the powerful 
hourglass body design and the placement and magnifi- 
cent cutting of the heart soundholes. It was a dulcimer 
made by the mysterious “Huntington Maker.” 
These instruments, made by an unknown person 
in Huntington, West Virginia, in the approximate 
time period 1870-1890, are among the earliest 
hourglass-style dulcimers. I knew that seven 
Huntingtons had thus far been discovered. 
“There’s number eight,” I said to 
myself, “And it’s going to be ey 
mine!” 
The dulcimer was in the 
shop of an exclusive dealer, 
and it was expensive. I made 
arrangements with the kind 
dealer to pay for it over sev- 
eral months, took it home 
with an empty purse and a 
soaring heart, and brought it 
to Virginia dulcimer 
maker Keith Young for 
restoration. 

Keith was fascinated 
with the instrument and 
delighted with the task. 
To replace the head, pegs, and tailpiece, he worked 
from photographs of Huntingtons in Allen Smith’s 
Catalog of Pre-Revival Appalachian Dulcimers. 
We agreed that the body, with its old paint and its 
globs of horse glue on the side, should be left the 
way it was found. 

In 1990 this dulcimer thrilled a packed auditorium at 
Appalachian State University with the strong beauty of its sound. 
Perhaps it played the old Dorian tune “Boatin’ Up Sandy” so won- 
derfully because it remembers the Big Sandy River. It was made 
near there, and may have seen Big Sandy before anyone now liv- 
ing in the area was born. 


The Huntington 
dulcimer as found. 
Photo by Gary Putnam 


The Appalachian dulcimer 
interests me in three ways. It is 
a beautiful artifact of the mate- 
rial folk culture of the 
Appalachians. It has a fascinat- 
ing history that is further illumi- 
nated every time an old one is 
found. And it has a special rela- 
tionship to traditional Appalachian 
music. Its diatonic scale (that is, the tradi- 
tional dulcimer scale without the modern 6 1/2 fret) reproduces 
perfectly the modes and scales on which most Anglo-American 
folk music is based. 

I search old field collections for ballads and songs, and adapt 
those that I like to the dulcimer. I sometimes use traditional pick- 
and-noter playing techniques, and sometimes use simple chording 


Ralph with the Huntington dulcimer, restored to 
full playing condition by Keith Young. 
; Photo by Masahiro Nogami 


and picking. As my 
modest means have 
allowed and as the 
accidents of discov- 
ery have favored me, 
I have brought some 
twenty old dulcimers 
and scheitholts (lap- 
held, fretted German 
instruments, ancestors 
of the Appalachian 
dulcimer —Ed.) into my 
home. 

The expansion of dul- 
cimer-playing techniques 
and the expansion of the 

player’s repertoire to 

include all kinds of music, 
are among the greatest 
musical adventures of our 
time. However, my natural 
inclination lies with a different kind of adventure: old Appalachi- 
an music on traditional dulcimers with the pure diatonic scale. 


continued on next page 


Handcrafted Dulcimers 
6 Hammered Dulcimer Models 


available plus stands, stools and 
custom cases. 

3 Mountain Dulcimer Models 
available plus Mountain Dulcimer 
kits. 


gl. Tack () 
& son ‘ 
Dulcimer Co. () 
é) 


Tapes, records, dulcimer acces- 
sories and supplies. 


Send 50¢ for Catalog to: 
R.L. TACK & SON DULCIMER CO. 
7230 Gurd Road 
Hastings, MI 49058 


Chromatic 
Model 


OER PROPRIO 


NEW COMPOSITIONS! 


Timeless, Soulful Slow Airs & Lively, 
Upbeat Dance Tunes in the Celtic Tradition. 


AUTUMN 
PASSAGES 


Nancy Bick Clark 


HARP * DULCIMER * RECORDER * VOCALS 


"The dance tunes are really fun and all her instrumental 
performances are polished and professional. Her strum- 
ming eis; on the dulcimer is particularly ebullient, and 
can really propel the tunes along." Dirty Linen 


TO ORDER: CD($14) or CASSETTE($ 10) 
PLUS POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


Note-Ably Yours Sound Alternatives 
1-(800) 828-0115 1-(800) 373-8923 


INFORMATION ~ BOOKINGS (513) 751-4649 


Dulcimers are for me a happy avocation, to which I wish I could 
devote more time. I make a living by editing and writing. My most 
recent book, Smart House: The Coming Revolution in Housing, 
was a selection of the Macmillan Book Clubs and was chosen by 
Library Journal as one of the top science and technology books of 
the year. 


Ralph Lee Smith 
1662 Chimney House Rd. 
Reston, VA 22090 


Old Man at the Mill 

“Old Man at the Mill” is a play-party tune that can be traced 
back at least 200 years, and has picked up verses like barnacles. 
The tune as given here is “authentic” —a technical musical term 
meaning that the tune covers a whole octave in its range, from low 
to high do. It is “pentatonic” —that is, it utilizes only five of the 
seven intervals of the musical scale. There are five pentatonic 
scales, of which this one is called “Mode 2.” The scale of Mode 2 
is: do, mi-flat, fa, sol, ti-flat, high do. 

The second interval of the scale (re or re-flat) and the sixth 
interval (la or la-flat) never appear in the tune. 

All pentatonic scales will fit any one of three seven-tone modal 
scales. The Mode 2 scale fits the Dorian, Aeolian, and Phrygian 
scales, of which the first two are the important ones for the dul- 
cimer player. This tablature sets forth the tune in traditional play- 
ing style for both the Dorian and Aeolian scales. It is obviously 
incorrect to call this tune either Dorian or Aeolian — or for that 
matter Phrygian. It is Pentatonic Mode 2! 


1. Same old man, living at the mill, 
And the mill runs around of its own free will, 
One hand in the hopper and the other in the sack, 
Ladies step forward and the gents fall back. 


2. Up jumped the owl with his head all white. 
It’s a lonesome day and a lonesome night., 
Thought I heard some pretty girl say, 
Court all night and sleep all day. 


3. Up spoke the raven as he flew, 
If I were a young man, I’d have two. 
If one got saucy and wanted to go, 
I’d have a new string for my bow. 


4. Hi, said the lonesome turtle dove, 
I'll tell you how to gain her love. 
Keep her up both night and day, 
Never give her time to say you nay. 


5. My old man lives in Kalamazoo, 
And he don’t wear — Yes, I do! 
First to the left and then to the right, 
This old mill grinds day and night. 


6. (Repeat first verse) 
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Old Man at the Mill 


Arranged for Dorian Scale * Tune: fa, sol, do arr. Ralph Lee Smith 
Arranged for Aeolian Scale + Tune: ti-flat, sol, do Pentatonic Mode 2 * Tonal Range: Authentic 


Aeolian 


a 


Same old man liv- ing at the mill, And the mill runs a- round of its own free will, One 


hand in the hop- per and the o- ther in the sack. La- dies step for- ward and the gents fall back. 


“Old Man At The Mill” can be heard on Songs and Tunes of the Blue Ridge and Great Smoky Mountains, 
played on fretted dulcimer and harmonica by Ralph Lee Smith. Traditional Records, 1982. 


The 1991 Clubs Directory was a coop- 
erative venture between Judy Ireton (Clubs 
Column editor) and the DPN office. We 
assume everything is correct, as most of 
you returned the cards we sent requesting 
information. But we may have left some 
clubs out if we didn’t know you exist and, 
therefore, neglected to send you a card! 
Please let us know if your group was not 
included. Not only will we mention you in a 
future Clubs column, next year you' ll 
receive a card. 

Our Clubs columnist is interested in 
receiving news of your activities. Please 
keep in touch with Judy Ireton, 6865 Scarff 
Road, New Carlisle, OH 45344. 

Ala-Sippi Dulcimer Association Archie 
Lee, Rt. 3, Box 494, Red Bay, AL 35582 
205/356-2274, 2 Fests. each year (April/Oct) 


MUSIC 
FOLK INC. 


Founded 1973 by J. Boyer 


New Owners 


Richard Thum & Andrew Ploof 


\V Featuring Hammered Dulcimers by: 


© Dusty Spring 
© Russell Cook. 

© Michael Allen's-Cloud Nine 

\ Full line of Hammered Dulcimer 
accessories, with in store service & repair 


1991 Clubs Directory 


Bessemer Cut Off Dulcimer Assoc. PO 
Box 1602 Bessemer, AL 35021 2nd Saturdays 


Cen. Alabama Dulcimer Players Assoc. 
Royce Slate, 3406 Somerville Drive, Mont- 
gomery, AL 36111, 205/263-3576, 3rd Thurs. 


Decatur Area Dulcimer Group Robbi 
Robbins, 24 Harborview Court, N.E., Decatur, 
AL 35601 


Deep South Dulcimer Assoc. Kerry 
Breithaupf, 5422 Greenleaf Rd., Mobile, AL 
36693, 205/666-0131, 3rd Mondays 


Mountain Dulcimer Association Ann 
Maulsby, 416 Green Acres Dr., NW Huntsville, 
AL 35805, 205/837-4984, 3rd Sat. 7 p.m./ 
Public Library 


Shoals Dulcimer & Folk Music Assoc. 
Charles E. Keys, Pub. Rel., 2024 Alpine Dr., 
Florence, AL 35630, 205/764-5383, 4th 
Saturdays 


Southern App. Dulcimer Assoc. A. J. 
Hayes, 949 Meg Drive, Birmingham, AL 35215 


Tuscaloosa Dulcimer Club Bill Alexander, 
4920 East 10th Ave., Tuscaloosa, AL 35405, 
205/345-7803 


Bella Vista Dulcimer Society Virginia 
Houghton, Rt. 1, Box 110, Gravette, AR 72736, 
501/787-6091, 1st and 3rd Tuesdays 


Crowley’s Ridge Dulcimer Soc. Jan 
Magee, 1107 Thrush Road, Jonesboro AR 
72401, 501/935-5439, 2nd & 4th Mondays 


Ozark Dulc. Society/Fayetteville Mary 
Schaller, 1340 Cardinal Dr., Fayetteville, AR 
72703, 501/521-0866, Meets 2nd & 4th 
Mondays 

Ozark Dulcimer Society Marilyn Ott, 1809 
Gordon, Ozark, AR 72949, 501/667-4816, Beg. 
dulcimer players 

California Trad. Music Society Clark & 
Elaine Weissman, 4401 Trancas Place, Tarzana, 
CA 91356, 818/342-7664, Fest./Concerts/ 
Journal 

Mill Creek Dulcimer Club 8755 La Vine 
St., Alta Loma, CA 91701, 714/987-5701, 2nd 
Sundays/mt. dul. 

Columbine Dulcimer Club Mike Gowan, 
12726 W. Virginia Ave., Lakewood, CO 80228, 
303/988-5024, Meets Irregularly 


The midwest 


center for dulcimers, 


folk, & vintage 


instruments 


V Mountain Dulcimers by 


© McSpadden 
© Cripple Creek, 
© Folk Craft 


V Full line of stringed instruments 


V Buy & sell vintage instruments, give lessons 


V Also carry flutes, recorders, bagpipes, harps, 
bowed psaltrys & music books 


8015 Big Bend Blvd., Webster Groves, MO 63119 


314-961-2838 


The Very Hammered Dulcimer Club meets here 1pm every 3rd Sunday of the month. All are welcome! 


Durango Dulcimer Society Ann 
Chambers, 18101 North U.S. Hwy 666, Cortez, 
CO 81321, 303/882-4443, Call for meeting 
information 


Brevard County Dulcimer Society Mar- 
garet Hrbek, 4901 Gail Blvd., W. Melbourne, FL 
32904, 407/724-4336, Thursdays at 2 p.m. 


Central FL Hammered Dulc. Club Nancy 
Keane, 404 N. Donnelly St., Mount Dora, FL 
32757, 904/735-3667, 1st Tues/ 

Sept-June 

Dulcimer Club of SW Florida Joe Crehan, 


1197 Industrial Blvd., Naples, FL 33942, 
813/643-6522, 3rd Tuesdays 


Orlando Dulcimer Gathering Peter 
Abdalla, 2985 Harbour Landing Way, Casselber- 
ty FL 32707, 407/699-8790, 2nd Saturdays 


Blue Ridge Dulcimer Players Margaret 
McCaulley, PO Box 286, Morganton, GA 
30560, 404/374-2519, Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. 


No. Georgia Foothills Dulcimer Assoc. 
Bill Buffington, 5375 Thompson Mill Rd., 
Hoschton, GA 30548, 404/967-2176, 4th Thurs. 


Oktober County 

Neal Hellman 

"...the material is first-rate 
and the musicianship 
flawless...” 

-Dirty Linen Magazine 


Dream of the Manatee 
Neal Hellman/Joe Weed 
Contemporary and 
traditional instrumental 
music for dulcimer, 

fiddle, mandolin, harp, 
baroque flute, and more. 


River City Friends of Folk Music Pat 
Walke, RR 1, Box 95, Preston, [A 52069, 
319/689-6691, Members include MD & HD 
players 

Champaign-Urbana Dulcimer Society 
Diane Hillard, Box 816, Urbana, IL 61801, 
217/367-1359, 3rd Tuesdays 


Dulcimer Friends Barb Emst, 214 Seibert 
Rd., O'Fallon, IL 62269 618/624-8100 4th 
Mondays 


Dulcimer Society of No. Illinois 835 Lin- 
den Avenue, Wilmette, IL 60091, 708/256-0121, 
Meets 9 times/year. Call 


Hands of IlInois Dave Carr, 5401 Winding 
Creek Dr., McHenry, IL, 60050, 815/344-8376, 
3rd Sundays 


Rock River Friends of Folk Music Tom 
Lindem, 6280 Vicksburg Rd,. Rockford, IL 
61107 


Warrenville Folk Music Dona Benkert, PO 
Box 248, Warrenville, IL 60555, 708/717-8495, 
2nd & 4th Tuesdays 


Cen. IN Folk Music & Mt. Dulc. Society 
Myra Dworski, PO Box 1503, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, 2nd Sundays 


Fall 1991 @ 15 


Dulcimer Gathering St. Andrew Un Meth/ 
Carolyn Moses, 333 Meridian St., W. Lafayette, 
IN 47906, 743-5707, 3rd Wednesdays 


South Hollow Dulcimer Folk Group Jean 
Ham, 25 W. Main St., Newburgh, IN 47630, 
812/853-3577, 2nd Tuesdays 


Gr Plains Dul. Alliance Wichita Susan 
Shaffer, RR 3, Box 44, Udall, KS 67146, 
316/782-3488, 2nd Saturdays 


Prairie Dulcimer Club Lilah Gillette, 8709 
Goddard, Overland Park, KS 66214, 913/888- 
0787 


Central KY Hammered Dul. Club Bob L. 
Wyatt, 153 Beech Court; Versailles KY 40383, 
606/873-6720 


Louisville Dulcimer Society PO Box 
16242, Louisville, KY 40216, 502/895-7077, 
4th Sundays 


Owensboro, KY Dulcimers Gilda Shortt, 
3506 Montrose Ct., Owensboro, KY 42303 


Bayou Dulcimer Club Molly Wiggins, 704 
W. 22nd Ave., Covington, LA 70433 


continued on next page 


Simple Gifts 

William Coulter/ 

Barry Phillips 

A collection of the reverent 
hymns and lively dance 
tunes that were a part of the 
Shakers’ daily lives and 
worship. 

ddddd - Bay Area Musician 


A Victorian Christmas 
Robin Petrie 

Carols from a bygone era 

in exquisitely performed 
instrumental arrangements 
featuring hammered 
dulcimer: a perfect 
accompaniment for 

holiday merrymaking. 


Send for our free catalogue, featuring additional titles! 
CD: $15.98 /Cassette: $10.98 (includes shipping & tax) ¢ VISA/MC/Check or Money Orders accepted 
GOURD MUSIC ¢ PO BOX 585¢FELTON, CA*®95018 © (408) 425-4939 
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Hammers & Noters Dulcimer Soc. Fred 
Bird, 419 Park Road, Rockville MD 20850, 
301/279-7928, 3rd Sat/Jan, Mar, Sept, Nov 


Glass Notes Dulcimer Club Edith Kindig, 
674 Parkview Dr., Weidman, MI 48893, 
517/644-2696, 3rd Mon. Beg. welcome 


Hartwick Highlanders Bob & Sandy 
Holder, Rt. 2, 5907 East 14 Mile Road, Evart MI 
49631, 616/734-5125, 2nd Tuesdays 


Joly Hammers & Strings Dulc. Club Bill 
Kuhlman, 2769 S. Homer Rd., Midland, MI 
48640, 517/835-5085, 4th Sanirdays/Chippewa 
Nature Center 


just For Fun Dulcimer Group Judy Bovee, 
701 Union St, Ithaca, MI 48847, 517/875-4861, 
2nd Mondays 


Ladies Dulce. & Anti-Terrorist Soc. 
Remiclud 5150 Eagle Rd., White Lake, MI 
48383, 313/887-9067 


Mi Friends of Trad. Music Gail L. 
Schwandt, 427 N. Line St., Chesaning, MI 
48616, 517/845-6420, 2nd Thursdays 


Original Dulcimer Players Club Donna 
Beckwith, 817 Innes, NE, Grand Rapids, MI 
49503, 616/459-6716, ODPC Fun Fest/3rd 
weekend in July 


Cardboard 
Dulcimers 


We make sturdy, inexpensive instru- 
ments, ideal for beginning players, 
schools and camping trips. Our kits are 
designed for novice builders. All parts 
are pre-cut. Assembly takes two hours, 
requires no sharp or unusual tools. 


We use solid wood fretboards, geared 
tuners, soundboxes of die-cut, 200 lb. 
strength corrugated cardboard. No ply- 
wood. Extra strings, rambag and playing 
manual included. Perfect present for 
youngsters or musical friends. Prices: $24 
- $44, group discounts available. 


Hearing is believing, so we offer DPN 
readers a 30-day free trial. We'll even pay 
the return shipping if you aren't satisfied. 
Write for a free catalog: DPN Free Trial 
Offer, Backyard Music, P.O. Box 9047, 
New Haven, CT 06532 or call 203/469- 
5756 from 7 a.m. - lip.m. 


David Cross 


Paint Creek Folklore Society Shel Decker, 
38092 Lyndon, Livonia, MI 48154, 313/464- 
1746, 1st Saturdays 


Silver Strings Dulcimer Society Sue 
Forbes, 4317 Westover Ct, W. Bloomfield, MI 
48033, 313/626-3799 


Southwest Michigan Dulcimer Club 
Jeannie Ziegelhofer, 9235 Livingood Rd., 
Baroda, MI 49101, 616/465-3115 


Thornapple Valley Dulcimer Society 
Stanley Pierce, 4905 N. Broadway, Hastings, MI 
49058, 616/945-4066 


Uncle Carl‘s Dulcimer Club Shirley 
Gilmore, 11441 12 Mile Rd., Ceresco, MI 49033 


Wooden Shoe Strings Dulc. Club Karen 
Donley, 2091-8 Lake St., Holland, MI 49424, 
616/399-6365, 2nd Mondays 


Woodland Strings Dulcimer Club Len 
Sharon, 410 SE 8th St., Litde Falls, MN 56345, 
612/632-8608, Meets once a month 


Not So Dulcimer Society Stephen Taylor, 
747 Harvard, St. Louis, MO 63130, 314/725- 
4052, 4th Sun., Beg. welcome ; + 


The Very Ham. Dulcimer Society Renee 
Poirier, 6320 Sprig Oak Court, St. Louis, MO 
63128, 314/849-8184, Meet once a month 


Margaret Gilmore Mem. Dul. Club Rev. 
Max A. Gilmore, PO Box 1084, Pinchurst, NC 
28374, 919/295-6043, 1st Thursdays 


Raleigh Hammered Dulcimer Club Dan 
Gilvary, 605 Riverview Dr., Raleigh, NC 27610, 
919/231-9723, 1st Tuesdays 


Western NC Dulcimer Collective Steve 
Smith, 607 East Blue Ridge Rd., E. Flat Rock, 
NC 28726, 704/697-6388, 2nd Sundays, 

2:30 pm. 


Wildwood Dulcimer Club Margaret 
Fetrow, 5119 Califoria St., Omaha, NE 68132, 
402/558-5424, 2nd Sundays 


Greater Pinelands Dulcimer Soc. 
Christopher Mock, 1021 S. Main St., Pleas- 
antville, NJ 08232, 609/645-1786, 1st Tues. HD 
and MD 


Sea Shore People Becky Newman, 2106 
Park Drive Point, Pleasant, NJ 08742, 908/295- 
2572, Every other Wednesday 


Buffalo Mt. Dulcimer Club Linda M. Hall, 
219 Crestwood Lane, Williamsville, NY 14221, 
716/698-6370, Sunday afterncons 


Dulcimer Association of Albany Lori 
Keddell, RD 1, Box 7, Johnstown, NY 12095, 
518/762-7516, 3rd Tuesdays 7-9 p.m. 


Flower City Dulcimer Club Peggy 
Begenisich, 234 Castleman Road, Rochester, NY 
14620, 716/461-2908, Twice monthly/Beg. 
welcome 


New York Area Ham. Dulc. Collective 
Steve Schneider, PO Box 34, Congers, NY 
10920 


New York City Dulcimer Club Valerie 
Battey, 339 Walton St, W. Hempstead, NY 
11552, 516/489-1189, Monthly/Sept-June 


No. Country Hammered Dulc. Soc. Sue 
Grimm, One East Dr., Canton, NY 13617, 
315/386-8314, Alt. Canton & Potsdam 


Buckeye Hammer Dulcimer Soc. Bemice 
Campbell, 288 Adario W. Rd., Rt. 2, Shiloh, OH 
44878, 419/896-2808, 1st Thursdays 


Central Ohio Hammered Dull. Society 
Lauren E. Lambert, 1181 Sanbom Place, Apt. A, 
Columbus, OH 43229, 614/841-1358, Ist 
Tuesdays 


Cincinnati Dulcimer Society Marilynn 
Kraft, 1279 Alwil Drive, Cincinnati OH 45215, 
2nd Sundays 


Cincinnati Hammered Dulcimer Club 
Michelle Wolf, 6352 Hickorybark Dr., Loveland, 
OH 45140, 513/575-0058, 2nd Wednesdays 


Dulcimer Preservation Society Mary Ann 
Holland, 548 N. Glendale, Kenton, OH 43326, 
419/673-0965, Every other Sun. afternoon 


Firelands Dulcimer Society Harry 
Debevec, 548 High Street, Elyria, OH 44035, 
216/323-9492 


Jeffersonian Varlety Strings Dorothy 
Weser, 2301 Taylor Blair Rd. NE, W. Jefferson, 
OH 43162, 879-8698, Tuesdays at 1 p.m. 


Lima Dulcimer Club Anna Selfridge, 3355 
Fort Amanda Road, Lima, OH 45805, 419/991- 
1656 


Mansfield Dulcimer Club Wayne 
Emery/Walt Clark, River Drive, Prospect, OH 
43342, 3rd Thursdays 


Mt. Dulcimer Society of Dayton Vera 
Fisher, 408 Schuyler, Dayton, OH 45429, 
513/293-2287, Ist Saturdays 


North Shore Dulcimer Players Mary 
Mociler, 26230 Oriole, Euclid, OH 44132, 
216/731-3577, 2nd Tues./Public Library 


Springboro Dulcimer Club Don Sears, 70 
Sesame St., Springboro, OH 45066, 513/748- 
1446, 3rd Tuesdays 


Springfield Dulcimer Club Joyce Fouts, 
121 Meenach Lane, Springfield, OH 45505, 
513/325-6084, 2nd Sundays 


Third Sunday Gathering Gail R. Reed, 
136 Letts Avenue, Sunbury, OH 43074, 
614/965-5102, Acous. music, esp. MD 


Indian Territory Dulc. Celebration 
Dennis Moran, P.O. Box 471532, Tulsa, OK 
74147, 918/744-8928, 3rd Sat. July Fest. 


Oklahoma City Trad. Music Assoc. Jean 
Roberts, 3723 Newport Oklahoma City, OK 
73112, 405/946-5233, Ist Saturdays 


Camp Crescendo Dulcimer Club Sylvia 
Chapman, 3360 Riverbanks Rd., Grants Pass, 
OR 97527, 503/474-2598, 3rd Fridays 


Allegheny Dulcimer Club 

Dorothy S. Buchanan, 7616 Waverly St., Pitts- 
burgh, PA 15221, 412/371-7828, Once each 
month/Nov.-Mar. 


Clarion Dulcimer Club Sally Ringland, 
R.D. 2, Box 176, Clarion, PA 16214, 814/226- 
5674, 3rd or 4th Sundays 


Frosty Valley Dulcimer Friends Helen 
Miller, 713 Bloom Road, Danville, PA 17821, 
717/275-2642, 1st Mondays 


Misery Bay Dulcimer Club Barb Nagle, 
3629 W. 14th St., Erie, PA 16505, 814/833-6194, 
Every Tuesday 


Off The Wall Dulcimer Society Marcia 
Bowers, 10 S. Broad St., Mechanicsburg, PA 
17055, 717/697-2748, 1st Sundays 


Bays Mountain Dulcimer Soc. P.O. Box 
3033, Kingsport, TN 37664, 2nd Thurs, Sept- 
May 


Dunbar Cave Dulcimer Players Bill and 
Genie Moore, 618 Idlewood Dr., Clarksville, TN 
37043, 615/645-1640, Call for meeting times 


Knoxville Area Dulcimer Club Melanie 
May, 136 Brandeis Lane, Oak Ridge TN 37830, 
615/481-3335, 2nd Sundays 


Paul Pyle Dulcimer Association Paul 
Pyle, 414 Campbell Ave., Tullahoma, TN 37388, 
615/455-1777, 2nd Sat. at Trinity Lutheran 


Brazos Valley Dulcimer Friends Doris 
Barfield Sanders, PSR Box 76, Weatherford, TX 
76086, 817/594-5992, 2nd Thursdays 7:30 p.m. 


Hill Country Dulcimer Society Mark 
Baumgartner, 413 E. College St., Fredericks- 
burg, TX 78624 


Lone Star State Dulcimer Soc. Linda 
Thompson, 1517 Laurelwood, Denton, TX 
76201, 817/387-4001, 2nd Saturday, Fests. 


North Harris Co. Dulcimer Soc. Lou 
Jones, 200 N. Cherry, Tomball, TX 77375, 
713/467-4483, Beginners welcome. 


Dul. Dis-Organization/Grtr. Washing- 
ton Keith Young, 3815 Kendale Road, Annan- 
dale VA 22003, 703/941-1071, No reg. meeting. 


Piedmont App. Dulcimer Players of VA 
Rt. 4, Box 46, Louisa, VA 23093, 703/894-4478 


Rowdy App. Music Players Soc. Linda 
DePerro, 822 Cascade Dr., Newport News, VA 
23602, 804/872-7839, 1st Thursdays MD 


Very Amateur Music Play. Soc. Linda 
DePerro, 822 Cascade Dr., Newport News, VA 
23602, 804/872-7839, HD/Wbg./Newprt News 


Red Wing Mt. Dulcimer Assoc. Lynn 
Anner-Bolieu, RR 1, Box 132, Newport, VT 
05855, 802/334-2534 


Mountaineer Dulcimer Club Patty 
Looman, 228 Maple Ave., Mannington, WV 
26582, 304/986-2411 

Rainey Hill Dulcimer Players Paul and 
Patty Beagle, RD 1, Box 151, Nw Cumbrind, 
WV 26047, 304/718-7251, 3rd Sundays 
Tri-State Mt. Dulcimer Society J. R. 


Thompson, 605 South Terrace, Huntington, WV 
25705, 304/525-9228, 3rd Thursdays oy 


THE MARY-GAEL SHOP 


EXCLUSIVELY AMERICAN HANDCRAFTS 


Traditional Instruments & Supplies 


Hammered Dulcimers 
& Appalachian Dulcimers 


Bill, Nancy & Dave Keane 
404 N. Donnelly Street 
Mount Dora, FL 32757 

(904) 735-3667 


Folk Harps 
From Folkcraft 


The Highland 
Harp, Sr. 


A finely crafted 
instrument, lightweight 
and portable with a full 
bodied voice. 
Honduran Mahogany 
with a tapered spruce 
soundboard. Nylon 
strung with 27 strings 
and sharping levers on 
the “F” & “C” strings. 
Includes display stand 
and tuning wrench. 


$649.00 


Hammered Dulcimers, Too 


Model 16ABC 
Resilient sound and tuning stability are the 
result of our unique arched construction. 
Honduran Mahogany, walnut and maple with a 
black lacquered soundboard. 16 treble courses 
tuned in the keys of A, D, G, & C chromatic. 
15 bass courses tuned in the keys of 

D, G, C & F. 


$695.00 
te 


We also make Appalachian Dulcimers 
(6 models), Bowed and Plucked Psalteries, 
other Hammered Dulcimers, Instrument Kits 
and much more. 


-— 
Irish & Scottish Specialists. Tin Whistles, 
Bodhrans, Flutes, Concertinas, Granger and 
Campbell Practice Chanters, Small Pipes and 
Military Pipes, Uillean Pipes, plus a complete 
collection of harp and dulcimer books 
and records. 


- 


Send $1 (refundable) for our complete catalog. 


Polkcraft 
{nstruments 


P.O. Box 807D, Winsted, Connecticut 06098 
(203) 379-9857 


ar 

MasterCard and Visa accepted on phone orders 
Visit our retail store 

in Winsted, Connecticut. 
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Randy Marchany 


@ I’ve been with the band No Strings Attached for the last 11 
years. I’ve been playing the hammer dulcimer for 13 years and still 
like it as much as the day I first touched one. In the early 

1980s, dulcimer player Wes Chappell and I developed a 
unique style of playing multiple parts at the same time 
and we’ve been continually experimenting with 
newer styles of music on the dulcimer. Wes and I 
have been teaching workshops at festivals since 
1984 and have been instructors at the Augusta 
Workshops for the past three years. My philoso- 
phy of teaching is to give my students the tools 

to develop their own style of music. I'll use 
music from a wide variety of styles to illustrate 
how you can use these tools. Wes is like a one- 
man band. We can do multi-dulcimer arrange- 
ments or he can play a variety of instruments 

as backup. 

Working with No Strings Attached is an 
exciting challenge for my skills. The mix of 
musical influences from the other members of 
the band keeps adding to 
my own style of play- 
ing. The band has 

been busy this spring 
touring around the 
country and are proud to 
report that royalties from albums 
are now enough to buy a carton of 
Eskimo Pies! The group’s last four 
albums have been nominated for 
INDIE awards, and “Take 5” won the 
Best Album award in the string music 
category. 


People who have influenced me are Sam Rizzetta (his wonder- 

fully lyrical style of playing and phrasing); John McCutcheon (his 
syncopated, high-energy hammering style); Californian Denis 
Murphy (for showing me how not to look at the dulcimer 
while playing); Jay Round (for jazz dulcimer style); 
Wes Chappel (who’s not afraid of playing anything 
on the dulcimer); and vibes masters Milt Jackson 
and Lionel Hampton. Another musician who’s 
Starting to influence me is the Portuguese mullti- 
instrumentalist Julio Pereira. 

I was trained as a classical pianist and have 
been playing keyboards for about thirty years. 
Wes introduced me to the hammer dulcimer in 
around 1977 at a clogging dance. I bought one 
within a year (an early Pete Vigour model) and 
I now own a Rizzetta prototype of the triple 
bridge Dusty Strings model. 

Currently, I’m finishing my master’s degree 

in electrical engineering and am building a 
MIDI hammer dulcimer for my thesis project. I 
hope to defend this later this summer and unveil 
the instrument during our fall concert season. I’ve 
been working at the Virginia Tech Computing Cen- 
ter as a Computing Systems Manager for the past fif- 
teen years — other computer nerds can reach me via 
electronic mail (userid: marchany@vtserf.cc.vt.edu). Other 

hobbies include cycling, juggling, and volleyball; during my stint 
as a full-time graduate assistant, I was assistant volleyball coach for 
Tech’s women’s NCAA volleyball team. 


Randy Marchany 
634 Shawnee Trail 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 


4 AM > 


Hammer Dulcimers with 
custom made, guaranteed to fit 


R DULCIMER 


sitar 


BOOK READY NOW...the Ace MEW 


cases. We use heavy duty YKK 
zippers, waterproof cordura, 
foam and hollowfill insulation, 
and coated taffeta for the lining. 
Designed for Durability, Protection 
and Comfort. (Yours and your 
Dulcimers!) Semi-hard case option available. 
Write for free brochure 

BOX 81 @ VICTOR, IDAHO @ 63455 

208 @ 787 @ 2909 


How I Build 
The Things 


by 
Charlie 


Book describes step-by-step how to build a 
hammer dulcimer. Many tips and illustrations. 


Alm 


$19.95 
CK or MO 
Visa/MC 


Helpful to novice and professional, 
Woodworks P.O. 218 
Brookston, IN 47923 
317-563-3504 1-Spm, M-F 


"WINFIELD WINNERS! 
AUTOHARP” 


VOLUMES - “SY - 

& Gack Cassette album FULL Hour! ® 
+ NINE DIFFERENT WINNERS acd FINALISTS 3 
: "10% Peach [or ALL FOUR fob 37,29 
% (PLEASE ADD* 1,50 FoRSHIPPING) 


+ DREW SMITH, /cGreat All- -American Autoharp + 
529 ARDMORE RD.,HO-HO-KUS, NJ 07423 % 


Sirti rt OREW SMITH'S & 


aoe io S.HLINS M3HO 3% 


* 
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Pachelbels Waltz 


Randy Marchany 
©1989 New Turquoise Music 
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The Hannered Duleiner 
A-Chording to Lace Reilly 


(a book about chords and progressions) 
can be yours for $30.45 ppd.* OR 

with its play-along cassette, 
Tunes Plus You, for 

$41.50 ppd.* AND 
— that's not all: 


$ + = = : The talented 
; ee cover triants 


(S, M, L, XL: $13°% ppd.;* XXL: $14% ppd.*) AND 

on all-occasion greeting cards (pkg. of 6 w/ env.): $5°°/pkg. OR 3 pkg./$12° ppd.* 
All come with descriptive information about the triant (Formica silliosa). 

*In NJ: Please include 7% sales tax. Foreign: Please add $4° to total. 


Our catalog comes with every order. Or send SASE. 


= \sapracu PRODUCTIONS P.O. Box 49D, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 


riant illustration ©1990 Lucille Reilly 
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MacNeil- | 


oe 


Hellman — 
Report — 


An interview with Neal Hellman by Madeline MacNeil ® Strasburg, Virginia 


M@ it’s always appropriate to 
begin at the beginning. With all 
that you are doing in dulcimers, 
you have to start somewhere. 
‘s ; ron rer I grew up in the wilds of New York 
City. My mom was a classical 
pianist and my great-aunt Rosie 
played the mandolin. During my 
early teen years, I witnessed the 
early folk boom when people 
would go to Washington Square 
Park and play music — folks like 
David Grisman, Pete Sceger and 
many of the early folkies. Interest- 
ingly enough, my dad was a 
member of the Henry Street Sct- 
tlement, the very same place 
where Jean Ritchie was a social 
worker. I remember the very 
first album I got when I was 
fourteen: Judy Collins’ first 
album, The Maid of Constant 
Sorrow. That became my very 
favorite album. I knew every 
song on it and J used to sit at 
night by myself and sing 
along with all the songs. 
Through Judy Collins I got 
interested in Richard Farifia 
because he played on her fifth 
album. I didn’t know what a dulcimer 
was, but when I heard “Pack Up Your Sor- 


rows and Carry It On,” it was my first dul- 
cimer imprint—I knew I was hearing 
something special. 

After graduating from college in 1970 I 
went to Yancey County, North Carolina. I 
lived there in a barn on the South Toe 
River. I remember these two people that 
looked like they were out of some early 
American painting. They literally said, 
“Can I sleep in your bam tonight, mister?” 
That was Biil and Pearl. I'll always 
remember those two, and they had a dul- 
cimer. She said, “Well, why don’t you 
borrow this for a few days?” I just loved 
It 


@ And that was the early 70's? 

In 1971 I said, “I’ve got to get one of 
these!” Someone said that a man down the 
road in Banner Elk made them. So I went 
to Ed Presnell’s house — what a charac- 
ter! — and he made me this gigantic 6- 
stringed dulcimer with these big wooden 
friction pegs. That dulcimer was very loud 
and very hard to tune, and I loved it. 

I started going through what I call my 
wandering years, ‘71, ‘72, and ended up 
in Vancouver, British Columbia. There on 
the street was a little jug band playing 
“Life is Like a Mountain Railroad”. One 
of them was a guy named John Prisland. 
He had a great style on the dulcimer. He 


was making all of the interesting 
chords. He always played in D-A-A, 
and I said to myself, “This is my 
dulcimer guru.” Every Saturday 
morning I would go over to his 
house and wake him up and 
demand that he teach me how to 
play. I wrote down everything that 
he told me. 

Time passed, and I went to live 
in a hiker’s cabin in Squamish, 
British Columbia. I transcribed 
the whole book of John’s teach- 
ings in colored pencil and 
thought, “Oh boy, I’ve got it! A 
dulcimer book!” At that time 
there was The Jean Ritchie 
Book, Four and Twenty, and 
the Howie Mitchell book, 
How to Make and Play the 
Appalachian Dulcimer After 
a Fashion. But I wanted 
something I could under- 
stand. So Sally, my former 
wife, and I wrote a book 
with John. It’s funny; I was 
in the right place at the 
right time. I went to New 
York City with really 
long hair and a long 
beard and this book, 
basically written in crayon. I 
went up to Columbus Circle to a fancy 
office building where TRO ( The Rich- 
mond Organization), the people who 
owned all the old Woody Guthrie materi- 
al, said, “Yeah, we really want a dulcimer 
book.” After a year of constant research 
for copyrights, they put it out. I called it 
Life is Like a Mountain Dulcimer, and my 
goodness, what an appropriate title it was. 
I didn’t realize I was casting my own fate. 
The book sold very well. During the next 
few years, I bounced back and forth 
between New York and British Columbia. 
I did a book, The Dulcimer Songbook, for 
Oak Publications, and a Richard Farifia 
book. 


I would like to know about 
the early days of The Kindred 
Gathering. 

It’s definitely a “loose” dulcimer festi- 
val that’s been going for sixteen years. 
Credit has to be given to Robert Force and 
Albert d’Ossché because they started it. 


They had the 
first one at Alexander’s-by-the- 
Sea in Washington in 1975. We would do 
the “Limbo” and have an Unnatural Acts 
Workshop. Everything from traditional 
Irish music to funky rock ‘n roll was 
played. I still remember that we all tuned 
to a gigantic piece of wood in the middle 
of a field which was miraculously tuned to 
D—kind of a musical oracle. If you want- 
ed to do a workshop standing on your 
head you did that. We’ve had the Gather- 
ings in incredible places like Orcas Island; 
way up in the Rocky Mountains; Califor- 
nia and Oregon. I always liked it because 
it was really a teaching festival rather than 
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a performance festival. 
This festival led to The Pacific Rim 
Dulcimer Project album. 


@ When did you begin seriously 
hitting the concerts more than 
just wandering about? 

In 1981 I started serious touring. I 
would book myself between mid-June and 
October. You try to get the best things you 
can on the weekends; Mondays and Tues- 
days you try to get anything you can! I 
would never work less than three or four 
days a week. I took small gigs in restau- 
rants and go for festivals on the weekends. 
I was putting 15,000 miles on the van 
each summer. I’d start in California, wan- 
der through New Mexico and Oklahoma, 
and sometimes go all the way up to 


continued on the next page 
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Maine. I loved it, but I don’t miss the con- 
stant driving. As a performer you’re 
expected to be “on” a lot, and I think peo- 
ple who know me always think of me as 
somebody who’s “on.” But in truth, some- 
times I’m not on, and it was just too much 
for me, all that energy all of the time. Five 
days in a row —five straight gigs. 

Now I pick gigs I want to do...per- 
forming and teaching are now more fun 
because I’m not overdoing it. 


@ Tell us about Gourd Music. 
How did it get its name? 

I called it Gourd Music because all of 
the original instruments were made from 
gourds — the original sitar and the kora 
(gourd harp). From my touring, I felt that 
I had a knowledge of the business and a 
lot of people who were willing to sell my 
stuff. In 1987 I took some extra money 
from a college loan and worked with some 
great musicians, including Kim Robert- 
son, Joe Weed and Robin Petrie, to name a 
few. The result was Oktober County. The 
success of this release led to Dream of 
the Manatee, which I did with Joe Weed. 
Recently Gourd Music has released an 
album of Shaker music, Simple Gifts, by 
Coulter & Phillips, and A Victorian 
Christmas by Robin Petrie. Gourd has 
also released Ways Upon Bells by Nick 
Blanton, from your neck of the woods, 
and The Fairie Round by Shelley Phillips. 
Other releases include Wellyn by Force & 
d’Ossché, Northern Lights, Orison, and 
Dulcimer Wizardry. I feel I have a good 
perspective on the music business, 
because I’m an artist, a distributor and a 
label, and I understand all the different 
aspects. There always seems to be some 
kind of conflict between the artist and the 
company, and companies and distributors. 
There’s only one word to make it all work, 
and that’s cooperation. 


@ Let’s talk a little bit about 
your playing style and how it 
works. 

I learned from quite a number of peo- 
ple: Rick Scott in Canada; Michael Rugg, 
Richard Farifia, Al d’Ossché, and Kim 
Robertson. I wrote a lot of the material on 
Oktober and Manatee in a four separate 
string style: D-D-G-D. It’s an open G tun- 
ing and I can get those big breathy chords 


like D? and Am!1, In this tuning I com- 
posed “Durango”, “Picnic on the St. 
Croix” and “Bullfrog Moon”. Now, when 
I’m writing, I have other instruments in 
mind, and that’s been the biggest 

change in the last 


albums. A piece like 

“Dream of the Manatee” probably 
has six or seven other instruments on it. 
When I was writing that with Joe Weed, 
we were thinking, “Okay, this is where we 
put the pennywhistles and this is where 
we put the harp.” But I still admire the 
basic simplicity of the dulcimer, and I 
have always just worked within the 
boundaries of it. 


i In closing? 

In closing: there is no doubt in my 
mind that this little flat piece of wood on 
my lap is some kind of fretted box or 
zither. Relative to that, a funny thing hap- 
pened to me in Munich one day. I went 
into a music store and saw a three-stringed 
zither tuned D-A-A, and I couldn’t believe 
it. There were no other strings on it— it 
was essentially a dulcimer. I started play- 
ing this instrument and a kid comes over 
and says “Hey, that sounds great.” I said, 
“T’ve got a book about it,” to which he 
replied, “Your book says this is a dul- 
cimer.” I said, “Well, this is a dulcimer.” 
He said, “No sir, we normally refer to this 
as a ruffillie (or something).” I said, 
“What’s that?” He answered, “That's a 
zither for idiots.” So I said, “Well, excuse 
me! Would you like a zither for idiots 
book?” 


Neal Hellman 

PO Box 585 
Felton, CA 95018 
408/425-4939 
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Tuning: DD-A-D >] from Oktober County 
Neal Hellman O er [Ss O 4) § 4) ve e © Gourd Music 1987 
For Kim Robertson 


CLOUD COVER 


@ CLOUD COVER is an all-instrumental album featuring 
Tabby Finch on hammered dulcimer and Celtic harp. Joining her are 
Carlos Arrien, quena and panpipes; Seth Austen, guitar, Joe DeZarn, 
fiddle and mandolin; Ralph Gordon, cello and bass; and Jesse Winch, 
bouzouki and percussion. 


@ CLOUD COVER — a feast of Celtic and South American 
traditional tunes. Includes The Rocks of Bray, The Green-Gowned 
Lass, Recuerdos de Calahuayo, The Breton Jig, and more. Available 
on chrome cassette with Dolby for $10 each plus $1.50 postage from: 
Finch Music, PO Box 336, Round Hill, VA 22141 

(304) 725-9166 


CLOUD COVER was recorded at BIAS Studio, Virginia, and produced by Seth Austen. 
Tabby Finch and friends 


Flat Creek 
Mountain 
Dulcimers 


Handcrafted in 
Hardy, Arkansas 
oe 
Solid Wood 
Grover Tuners 
Plush Lined Case 
Larkin’s Dulcimer Book 
FREE SHIPPING 


For information & brochure, 
call toll free: 
1-800-272-2992 


Flat Creek 


Dulcimer Shop 
Rt. 1 Box 83-A 
Hardy, AR 72542 
501-856-2992 


Ron Ewing Dulcimers 


224 East Maynard 
Columbus, Ohio 43202 
614-263-7246 


DULCIMER 
Lacewood & Cedar 
Tearell 


CAPOS 

Wood, $8.75 

Ebony, rosewood overlay 

w/ pearl snowflake, $13.75 

Gold or black aluminum, $15.75 (Prices postpaid). Send SASE for brochure. 


MAIDEN CREEK DULCIMERS ANNOUNCES 


cs ec NEW FRETTED DULCIMER 
SONG COLLECTIONS 


BEGINNER'S TRADIT ONAL SONGBOOK- 22 oldtime favorites sequenced for playing on 1 string, 2 

strings and 3 str 

os MAS SNEETNESS: new settings +o 14 ~ites carols plus medleys; most not in other” 
and ADV $4. 


95 
FiODLE AND BANJO #1- 15 tunes mot arrenged to stir up dust. 
DV 


apern INT and A 


AS ALWAYS, FINE FRETTED DULCIMERS MADE TO YOUR ORDER, 5 STANDARD MODELS OR “WHIMSIES” 
MAIDEN CREEK DULCIMERS 8 GERSTUNG ROAD, PARK FOREST, IL 60466 708/48 1-1569_ 


CONGRATULATIONS! to Les Gallier 
1990 National Mountain Dulcimer Champion 


Les played a standard McSpadden dulcimer to win the 
contest, and he had this to say about the McSpadden custom 
maple dulcimer that was his prize: 


“The trophy and cash were nice, but nothing 
compares to the Custom McSpadden dulcimer | 
won. It is rare to find any musical instrument 
that combines beauty, superior craftsmanship, 
excellent tone, and playability. Thanks again.” 


Les is planning a recording of original dulcimer music 
to include duets with his brother Gary Gallier (1987 National 


Mountain Dulcimer Champion). 


If you wish to contact Les about 


a performance, call 417-739-2874 or write to P.O. Box 1032, 


Kimberling City, Mo., 65686. 


catalogue $1.50 


McSpadden Musical Instruments 


P.O. Box 1230 DPN 


Highway 9 North 


MOUNTAIN VIEW, ARKANSAS 72560 


Phone 501-269-4313 


by David T. Moore 


Roger Nicholson and The Abbots Brom- 
ley Horn Dance 


ppalachian dulcimer player 
Roger Nicholson currently 
lives and works in London, 
England. As a younger man 
he performed in Europe and 
America. He also made several recordings 
and published two books of tablatures 
(both now out of print). Although he has 
largely retired from performing (having 
moved on to less strenuous pastimes such 
as cross-country bicycling), he still plays 
and occasionally teaches. I had the plea- 
sure of spending the week- 
end with him not too long 
ago. Among the tunes he 


Euro Tunes 


and Maid Marian facing the Fool. Here the 

heart of the dance begins: 
Now the two lines advance three 
steps forward to meet each other, 
and as they do so the hornbearers 
swing the antlers forward and 
upwards like fighting stags, only to 
retire and advance three times over; 
while the approaching and backing 
bowman snaps his arrow against 
his bow, the horse clacks his jaws, 
and Maid Marian bangs a stick into 
the bowl of her ladle, all in time 
with the music. Next the dancers 
meet and cross over, left shoulder to 
left shoulder, and then once again 
meet and retreat three times, finally 
forming again into single file and 
dancing off as they process on. 
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played in an Aeolian tuning, in this case, 
D-A-C (see note on page 26). Roger fin- 
gerpicks the tune, using his thumb on the 
melody strings and index and middle fin- 
gers on the middle and bass strings, 
respectively. The groups of triple eighth 
notes sound best when played with a series 
of hammer-ons when ascending in pitch, 
pull-offs when descending in pitch, and a 
combination of a hammer-on followed by 
a pull-off when they ascend one note and 
then return to the original tone. The tempo 
is graceful and moderate with a slight lilt 
(but not so much as to sound Welsh or 
Irish— this is clearly an English tune); 
there is a natural crescendo and Roger uti- 
lizes that as well. The single notes struck 
on the middle string in the second part, and 
on the bass and middle in the third, are 
reminiscent of the triangle. An 
alternate fingering for the first 
two complete measures of the 


shared was The Abbots They dance th rough the first part is to play the low D 
Bromley Horn Dance. “ on the seventh fret of the bass 

The vill f Abbots tring instead of at the third 
romeyicasate Village and nearby farms,  tricmine sng ox 
shire, not far from Bir- ld ° ° ° ” alternate fingering example). 
mingham, in the English b rl ngi ng I n th e | u ¢ k. The wound string provides a 
Midlands district. It is a different tone, changes the tex- 
quintessential English vil- ture of the tune, and perhaps 
lage, with picturesque hous- heightens the mystery of the 
es surrounded by verdant dance. 


countryside. The Horn Dance, held on the 
“Wakes Monday,” or the Monday after the 
Sunday following September 4th, is possi- 
bly the oldest surviving “folk” custom in 
Britain. 

The ceremony begins in the morning 
when the dancers gather their horns, 
ancient sets of reindeer antlers, from the 
church and meet on the lawn of the local 
vicarage. There are six “horn dancers,” six 
men wearing the antlers on their shoulders. 
They are followed by “Maid Marian” and 
the “Hobby Horse,” two men dressed as a 
woman and a horse, respectively. A boy 
with bow and arrow and the Fool or jester 
complete the dancers. They are accompa- 
nied by a man with an accordion and a boy 
with a triangle. The dancers process single 
file in circles and heys that end with three 
of the horned dancers facing the other 
three, the Hunter facing the Hobby Horse, 


They dance through the village and 
nearby farms, “bringing in the luck.” 

Watching the dance is an eerie experi- 
ence. One feels a part of something com- 
pletely out of time. The customs behind 
the dance are clearly ancient and obscure. 
A winter dance, and was changed to its 
present late-summer date in the mid-eigh- 
teenth century. Although its significance is 
unknown, it probably was associated with 
deer hunting or “running;” all that can be 
said with certainty is that it is sufficiently 
embedded in local custom to have survived 
nearly a thousand years. In recent years, 
the winter association has been revived by 
John Langstaff; the dance is now per- 
formed in his English Winter Revels 
celebrations found in parts of the United 
States. 

The tune as arranged by Roger is 


I am again looking for articles on Euro- 
pean players of Appalachian dulcimers and 
related fretted zithers and encourage any 
European (or American) readers to write 
and let me know of any likely prospects. I 
am particularly interested in French 
epinette players and their music, and Ger- 
man Scheitholt players and their music. In 
the past, DPN readers in Europe have pro- 
vided the information for some extremely 
interesting articles and tunes for which I 
am grateful. My current address is P. O. 
Box 358, Annapolis Junction, MD, 20701, 
U.S.A. I hope you enjoy this tune and 
we’ ll meet again next year. 

Happy Holiday Season! &3 


continued on next page 
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The Abbots Bromley 


Ho V1 ‘Dance Arranged by Roger Nicholson 


Aeolian of D (D-A-C) 
Traditional English Dance © Roger Nicholson, 1991 
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Tuning your Appalachian Dulcimer to an Aeolian Tuning 


tones match exactly. Finally, press the bass string at the 6th fret, 


first use a pitchpipe or tuning fork to tune your bass string to D. pluck it and the high string(s), and tune the high string(s) so that 
Then, while pressing the bass string at the 4th fret, pluck both the __ the note on the bass string and the note(s) on the high string(s) 
bass and middle strings, and tune the middle string until the two match exactly. 


To tune your dulcimer to an Aeolian Tuning (in this case DAC), 


Mitzie in performance with the Rochester Chamber 
Orchestra, May, 1991. 


Mitzie Collins is well known to audiences throughout western 
New York state for her presentations of traditional songs and tunes 
on the hammered dulcimer, mountain dulcimer, and banjo. A grad- 
uate of the Eastman School of Music with a major in piano, she 
began her musical career as a church organist and choir director 
and became interested in folk music through its use in church ser- 
vices in the late sixties. This led her to attend the Fox Hollow Folk 
Festival in Petersburg, New York, where she saw Howie Mitchell 
and Bill Spence playing the hammered dulcimer, and she was 
enchanted with the sound. Since then she has become a nationally 
recognized performer on dulcimer, and has founded Sampler 
Records Ltd., an independent record label specializing in acoustic 
folk music. Mitzie is also an expert on the music of the Shakers 
and is a collector of 19th-century New York dulcimers. 


A complete line of 
Hammer Dulcimers and accessories 
handcrafted by Rick Fogel 


DULCIMER CO. 


Mitzie’s pro- 
grams reflect her 
conviction that tradi- 
tional folk music com- 
municates with all ages. For 
her varied audiences at festivals, 
nursing homes, coffee houses, church suppers, Sunday moming 
services, kindergarten classes, and high school assemblies, she 
combines ballads, singing games, dance tunes, spirituals and dul- 
cimer solos. Her recordings are sold through national catalogs like 
Minnesota Public Radio’s Wireless Catalog, and by over 350 gift 
and music stores. Sacketts Harbor, her recording of nineteenth- 
century dance music from Western New York State recorded on 
authentic period instruments, reflects her interest in historic music. 
Mitzie also serves as music director for The Wakefield Dancers, a 
dance company dedicated to presenting the historic dance of the 
18th and 19th centuries. She’ ll be doing a conference for teachers 
and parents called “Making Music With Young Children” in Octo- 
ber. 

Mitzie is known for her extensive work with children, a com- 
mitment that in 1985 brought her a United Way Award for Direct 
Service in Arts and Culture. And for seven years she volunteered 
weekly with the United Cerebral Palsy Association’s preschool 
program, which her youngest child, Padraig, had attended. 

For Mitzie, keeping things under control and enjoyable are 
paramount. “I will never record with anybody, no matter how tal- 
ented they are,” she says. ..“that we all don’t like. Performing is so 
ephemeral...Recording is a way for me to determine, a little bit, 
my own fate.” 


Mitzie Collins 

197 Melrose St. 
Rochester, NY 14619 
716/328-5856 


¢ Just in Time for Christmas ¢ 


Dulcimer Jewelry 

Pins & Pendants 

Antique Sterling 
$25.00 ppd. 


Betty Smith’s New Cassette 
“Bluff Mountain Christmas” 
$10.00 + 1.50 P&H 
Bluff Mountain Music 


475 Bluff Road 
Hot Springs, NC 28743 


Catalog Available + 1916 Pike Place, Box 906, Seattle, WA 98101 # (206) 784-1764 
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Carols 


(Sampler 8505) 


‘Dancing 


arranged by Mitzie Collins, 1985 


From “Ornaments 
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Rest Ye Merry 


pump organ. The bass line is just about exactly as it is played on 
the recording, and this line can be followed by piano, guitar, 


bass, or cello. 


“Dancing Carols” is the closing medley from my album, Orna- 
ments. We have now recorded three albums of Christmas music, 
but one of our all-time favorites is this medley of carols played 


at dance tempo, recorded with fiddle, recorder, dulcimer and 
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Linda Russell 
and Companie 


SING WE ALL MERRILY: 
A COLONIAL CHRISTMAS 


A Flying Fish Recording 


“My recommendation as the best 
new Christmas album of the last 
few years.” 

Jay Walljasper, The Uine Reader 


And A New Release 


io 


ROSES /# GARDEN, 


& 
Traditional and original songs on 
mountain and hammer featuring 
fiddle, flute and cello. 


Cassettes: $10.00 
Compact Discs: $15.00 
Xmas LP: $10.00 


Please add $1.50 for shipping 


Praire Smoke Records 
250 West 99th St. #8C 
New York, NY 10025 


Blue Lion 


Musical Instruments 


Authorized builders of the Jean Ritchie Dulcimer 
and the Force-d’ Ossché Six String Dulcimer. 


Handcrafted guitars and dulcimers of exceptional quality 
preferred by fine musicians including: Janita Baker, Anna Barry, 
Cathy Barton, Larkin Bryant, Rosamond Campbell, Carrie Crompton, 
Neal Hellman, Jay Leibovitz, Wade Hampton Miller, 
Mark Nelson, Jean Ritchie, Sally Rogers and others. 


Blue Lion 


4665 Parkhill Road 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
805 / 438-5569 


Call or write for free catalog. 


TWELVE YEARS IN THE MAKING 


Paul Cole’s 


IN DULCI JUBILO 


for the fretted dulcimer 


St. Louis’s best known teacher & Dulcimer Virtuoso has 
permitted his highly prized Christmas Music to be 
made available to us all in book form. Once only 
obtainable by his students, it is suitable for church, 
school and club use. The sought after & delightfully 
playable arrangements from beginner to advanced, will 
put your dulcimer ‘up front’ for the Christmas Season. 


$9.25 © Shipping $2.00 


S. Hess PREss 
7099 Frisco Dr. ¢ Barnhart, Mo. 63012 
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After singing and playing guitar and banjo for several years, 
Susan found the mountain dulcimer on the 
first of what was to become many 
trips to the Souther Appalachian 
mountain region. Since that 
time she has become a much 
sought-after performer and 
teacher at festivals and sum- 
mer workshops. Her teaching 
appointments include 
Appalachian State Universty 
at Boone, NC, Kentucky Music 
Week, Pinewoods Folk Music 
Camp, and the Chautauqua Institu- 
tion in New York State. 
In 1987 Susan won a prestigious fourth place dulcimer award 
at the Fiddler’s Convention in Galax, Virginia. She has also been 


a featured dulcimer player at the Great Black Swamp and Cran- 
berry Dulcimer Gatherings in Ohio and New York, the Bar Harbor 
Festival in Maine, as well as at other festivals throughout the 
country. 

In addition to her work in the dulcimer world, Susan enjoys 
working with children. Through the New York Foundation for the 
Arts she presents programs and classroom workshops in Ameri- 
can folk culture, song-writing, storytelling, and making and play- 
ing the mountain dulcimer. She relates, “Recently I asked a 
first-grade class why this instrument was called the mountain dul- 
cimer. One very serious young man pointed to the scroll and said, 
“because there’s a mountain on the end, and hills on the sides.” I 
swallowed hard and told him that was the most beautiful descrip- 
tion of the dulcimer I had ever heard. I am glad to be able to share 
his insight with DPN readers who can truly appreciate it. 


continued on next page 


LATEST INSTRUMENTAL RELEASE 


Christmas Toy 


Esther Kreek Charlie Pinzino 
Hammered Dulcimer Guitar 


Rick Huyett Laurie Contag 
Cello Flute 


Includes: The Coventry Carol; He is Born; Wind 
Through the Olive Trees; Still, Still, Still; Midnight, 


Sleeping Bethlehem. 


These musical arrangements on stereo cassette 
will be a special delight for those familiar with their 
earlier recordings. 


$10.00 ea. + 1.50 Shipping for one item 
.50 each additional item-MO residents add sales tax 


ESTHER KREEK 

1156 WEST 103rd STREET 
DEPT. 206 

KANSAS CITY, MO 64114 
(816) 942-6233 


OTHER RECORDINGS AVAILABLE : Touch the Past, Dulcimer 
Memories, Dulcimer Daydreams and Be Thou My Vision (Hymns) 


The Ma 


gic Dulcimer 


SSG NESSES < 
Wer 
aba 


Sop cagey, —— 
NENA 


A complete instructional book for the mountain dulcimer by 
this noted teacher & performer. Lorraine draws on her 20 
years of playing & 10 years of teaching to distill her expertise, 
which is unmatched in the dulcimer world, into this primer, 
text & mini-thesis. The 38 new arrangements with tabulature 
will provide even the experienced player with new material. 
Woodcuts by Mary Azarian illuminate the book. 

130 pages — $14.50 p.p. 

The Magic Dulcimer Cassette is a chance to hear Lorraine 
sing & play 17 of her favorites from the book. It is also a 
chance to play along, learn the tunes by ear or just listen. 

40 minutes — $10.50 p.p. *Book & cassette $21.50 p.p. 


YELLOW MOON PRESS 
P.O. Box 1316 
Cambridge, MA 02238 
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The past two years have kept Susan close to home in the pur- 
suit of a master’s degree in developmental reading. With the 
degree work finished, she is looking forward to being “on the road 
again,” giving concerts, dulcimer workshops and children’s pro- 
grams, while continuing independent research in music and litera- 
cy. Her immediate projects include a book of her dulcimer 
arrangements and original tunes and another recording to kee 
company with her debut cassette, What the Hill People Say. 


Susan Trump 
PO Box 313 

Newtonville, NY 12128 
518/479-4067 


Photo by David Boyer 


CA Little “Bit” of Fennys Waltz 


by Susan Trump ©1991 
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TO ADD A LITTLE SWING TO THE RHYTHM, PLAY: 


_ 


You Can Teach 
Yourself Dulcimer 


Book and tape by Madeline MacNeil 
Mel Bay Publications 


A comprehensive learning experience 
for beginning to intermediate fretted dulcimer players. 


Book « 95 pages 
Cassette « ca. 90 minutes 


Book or tape separately 
Book and tape set 
Shipping for the set 
book or tape alone 


Virginia residents please include 4.5% sales tax 


Make checks payable to: 


Roots & Branches Music 


Post Office Box 2164 
Winchester, Virginia 22601 


THREE NEW BOOKS FROM 
COMMON TREASURY PUBLISHING 
by Dallas Cline 


THE CAPO BOOK #1: How to use a capo with the 
mountain dulcimer. 16 songs with chords. $8.95 ea 

Set includes book & capo $16.95 

CAPO: designed by George Haggerty. This capo is 
molded of phenolic reinforced resin and has a curved top 
to help maintain pressure on strings. $8.95 ea 


CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION: Uniquecarols,chants 
and rounds arranged in tablature for mountain dulcimer. 
Many tunes have harmonies and chords for two or three 
instruments. (all levels) $9.95 


PACHELBEL’S CANON IN D: Players of all levels 
will find iteasy to play any chosen part along witha record- 
ing or live group. Has tablature for mountain dulcimer & 
notation for hammered dulcimer and other instruments. 
$4.95 


SHIPPING: $2.00 first item .50 each additional. 
COMMON TREASURY PUBLISHING 
P.O. Box 7223 
Bloomfield, CT 06002 


PRODUCTS THAT WORK 


rsjses.gee2 BY BUCK (Sade x Cur Workshop) 


ADJUSTABLE HAMMEREDY IRISH BODHRAN 
DULCIMER STAND © DESIGNED for the MUSICIAN © 
a a © FUN and EASY tw PLAY 

© A CLASSIC 


wcludes beater and book 


18” DIA-GOATSKIN HEAD 
SOLID WHITE OAK-STEAM BENT BODY 
MANY UNUSUAL FEATURES 


WHITE OAK 


FURNITURE 


PRODUCT 


© ADJUSTS ¢ 
| @ ALL PEOPLE 
ant DULCIMERS 


(BROCHURES ON REQUEST) 
VISA & MASTERCARD 
BUCK MUSICAL INSTRUMENT PROD. 
40 SAND RD. NEW BRITAIN, PA 1890! 
Jatisfaction Since 1966 


INFORMATION ON REQUEST 


rasy fru preparation 
and assembly reguured 


\ANOCRAF Te 
Harps 3843 G4 Rd. 
Dulcimers Palisade, CO 
Books 81526 
Tapes £ (303) 464-0647 
Supplies S 


ry 
St 
7, 


Solid Wood Mountain Dulcimers from $149 Write for Free Brochure 


"TOM BAEHR cenainly has a vision of the potential of the [fretted] dulcimer.” — Jeff Doty, 
Duicimer Players News, Winter 1991. 


+ An Inhabited Garden 
Real-Time Cassette of 15 fingerpicked dulcimer solos, including All in a Garden Green, Sokdiers March, Morgan 
Magan, The Foggy Dew. 
<< Also by Tom Baehr - Books for fretted duicimer >> 
SHUG TET OLS PIII onic ccd va Putas sale i Maman Fane reas wah es comes dink ieac'sene sae $4.95 
19 Songs and Dances, including Old Joe Clark, Soldiers March, Wikiwood Flower, Arkansas Traveler, Flop Eared 
Mule. 
ee eo PRT ey ee POON CTT Eee fe EES ee ae Oe eee. $5.95 
28 Dances and Songs, including Haste to the Wedding, Over the Waterfall, Rickett's Hompipe, All in a Garden Green, 
The Foggy Dew. 
Please add $1.50 postage and handling for first item, $.50 for each additional item. 
Hogfiddie Press, P.O. Box 2721, Woburn, MA 01888-1421 


Jeannie Tomanica 


8250 Mt. Garfield 


Nunica, MI 49448 
eenehes “as 


CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 


HANDCRAFTED, SOLID WOOD 
MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS 


BOOKS and TAPES 


WALNUT - CHERRY - CEDAR 
SITKA SPRUCE 
SATISFACTION OR MONEY BACK 
FREE BROCHURE - PICTURES 
SEND S.A.S.E. 


JOESANGUINETTE 301 Cliff Drive 
Branson, Missouri 65616 - (417) 334-5388 


—ANDY’S — 


FRONT HALL 


MOUNTAIN AND HAMMERED 
DULCIMER 
TUNE AND INSTRUCTION BOOKS 


FINE INSTRUMENTS 
(FINISHED AND IN KITS) 


CASSETTES, CD’S AND LP’S 
INCLUDING: 


THE HAMMERED DULCIMER (CD) 
BILL CE 
AND FENNIG'S ALL STARS 


BELOVED AWAKE (CASS.) 
LORRAIN 


MACARTHUR ROAD (CASS.) 
MARGARET MACARTHUR 


FREE CATALOG: 
(allow 4-6 weeks or send 
$2.00 for first class mail) 
P.O.BOX 307 
VOORHEESVILLE, 
NY 12186 


TELEPHONE ORDERS ve nm) 
518-765-4193 ISA/MC 


SWEETWATER DULCIMER™ 
CAPO 


~ Change that tune, 
without retuning 


includes postage 


A new and different 
Mountain Dulcimer Capo 
made of Hi-Tech poly-carbon 


The finest 
non-breakable Capo available 
(802) 464-7450 
FOLK a MUSIC 


Gay 0 & few. Ko 


North Main St., P.O., Box 1572 
Wilmington, Vermont 05363 


dealer inquiries invited 


Over 20 years of musical 
instrument research and 
innovation. Hammer 
dulcimers including 
sopranos, chromatics, bass 
and cymbalom. Also, the 
fine line of Dusty Strings 
hammer dulcimers and 
harps. 


Dulcimer Records and 
cassettes, too! 
Write for free brochure. 


Rizzetta Music 
Dept. D 
P.O. Box 510 
Inwood, WV 25428 


edited by 
Carrie Crompton 


Some Children See Him Beve 
Yeskolski and Bob Clark, 613 Birchridge 
Ct., Virginia Beach, VA 23462 (cassette) 
Traditional Christmas music on hammered 
dulcimer, mountain dulcimer, piano, gui- 
tar, recorder, and vocals. Includes Carol of 
the Bells, Angels, Christ Child Lullaby. 


Girls and Boys, Come Out to Play! 
Barolk Folk Music, 11 Center St., 
Andover , CT 06232 (cassette, CD) 
Familiar rhymes from Mother Goose are 
sung to their traditional tunes and paired 
with English country and Morris dances. 
Maddie MacNeil, Seth Austen and Bar- 
bara Hess are guest artists with the Barolk 
Folk instrumentalists. Includes To Market, 
To Market/Jockey to the Fair, Sing a Song 
of Sixpence/The Touchstone, Old King 
Cole/Broom, The Bonny Bonny Broom. 


What's New 


Amazing Grace and Other Gifts 
Charles Bostian and Margaret Shuler, 
Simple Gifts, 1609 Kennedy Street, 
Blacksburg, VA 24060 (cassette) Hymns 
and folk songs of the southern Appalachi- 
ans with hammered dulcimer, guitar, and 
vocals. Includes Samanthra, When Jesus 
Wept, and Golden Vanity. 


Roses of the Garden Linda Russell, 
Prairie Smoke Records, 250 W. 99th St. 
#8C, New York, NY 10025 (cassette, CD) 
Love songs, hymns, and murder ballads, 
including five original songs. Produced by 
Abby Newton, who also plays cello on 
several tracks. Linda plays fretted and 
hammered dulcimers. 


Kitchen Musicians Occasional #1: 
Waltz, Air and Misc., Revised Sara 
L. Johnson, 449 Hidden Valley Lane, 
Cincinnati, OH 45215 (book) An expand- 
ed edition of the original book, with four 
new pages and eight new tunes, including 
“Amelia’s” by Bob McQuillen and “Wil- 
low” by Les Raber. 


| aes 
Sue Carpenter's 


PATTERNS and PATCHWORK 


Mountain Dulcimer Fingerpicking Made Easy 


MAA 
SLAB 


HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
Handcrafted in Appalachian Hardwoods 
by Jim Miller 


* Step-by-step instruction + Easy to learn + Basic to 
advanced patterns » Emphasis on right hand technique 
* Exercises for improved tone + Over 50 arrangements 
of familiar, traditional, and original airs, reels, and jigs - 


12/11 - $400.00 
15/14 - $495.00 
Hardshell Case - $100.00 
Stand - $30.00 
Hammers - $10.00 
Shipping - $10.00 


P.O. Box 228 
Hampton, Tennessee 37658 


(615) 725-3191 


* 152 pages - 


"... excellent... 
at the forefront of a whole new 
level of instructional material 
for dulcimer playing." 
--David Schnaufer 


"... should delight dulcimer 
teachers, ‘teach- yourselfers,' 
“| and players who are beginning 


--Anna Barry 


$19.95 * Shipping $2.75 


* Sue Carpenter - 
P. O. Box 570-D 
Nassau, NY 12123 


Heirlooms and Keepsakes Sally 
Hawley, 429 9th Ave., Saint Albans, WV 
25177 (cassette) Traditional American 
music on hammered dulcimer, autoharp, 
and guitar. Ragtime Annie, West Fork 
Girls, Puncheon Floor, Liberty. 


Tunesmith Stephen K. Smith, Musico, 
429 Park Ave., Newark, OH 43055 (cas- 
sette) Solo arrangements, compositions, 
and improvisations on fretted dulcimer. 
Jerry Rockwell assisted in the production 
of this tape and adds a second dulcimer on 
several tracks. Includes Parson’s Farewell, 
A fughetta by Gottlieb Muffat (18th c.), 
and Song for Albert. 


Shenandoah Westwood String Band, 
4205 Hookheath, El Paso, TX 79922 (cas- 
sette) Karen Bolen on hammered dulcimer 
with 6- and 12-string guitar and banjo. 
Traditional string band music, including 
Red-Haired Boy, Temperance Reel, Col- 
ored Aristocracy. 


Old Songs for the New Day Linda 
Smith, PO Box 564, Caseyville, IL 62232 
(cassette) A 10-minute cassette of four 
tunes arranged for fretted and bowed dul- 
cimer and guitar. Southwind, Rickett’s 
Hornpipe, Poor Wayfaring Stranger and 
Home on the Range. 


A Place Apart Madeline MacNeil, 
Turquoise Records, PO Box 947, Whites- 
burg, KY 41858 (cassette, CD) Contem- 
porary, original, and traditional songs with 
dulcimers, guitar (Seth Austen), cello and 
bass (Ralph Gordon). Maddie sings From 
a Distance, Try to Remember, and 
Shenandoah, among others, with vocal 
harmonies by Robert Calabrese and 

Scott A. Asalone. 


Autumn Passages Nancy Bick Clark, 
Lion’s Bard Music, PO Box 6633, Cincin- 
nati, OH 45206 (cassette, CD) Traditional 
songs, original airs and dances by Nancy 
Bick Clark. Her primary instrument is the 
harp, but she plays mountain dulcimer on 
four tracks: Filles a Marier (a 12th-centu- 
try Provencal song); Salve Lux Fidelium (a 
15th -century Czech carol); October 
Snowfall and Jig Wi’ the Devil, original 
compositions. 


Christmas Holidays Cincinnati Dul- 
cimer Society c/o Marilynn Kraft, 1279 
Alwil Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45215 (cas- 
sette) Christmas carols performed on a 
choir of fretted dulcimers; includes Go 
Tell it on the Mountain, Up On the House- 
top, Winds Through the Olive Trees. The 
Cincinnati Dulcimer Society is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to the preservation 
of the mountain dulcimer. 


‘Twas On a Night Like This: A 
Christmas Legacy Cathy Barton, 
Dave Para, The Paton Family, Folk Lega- 
cy, PO Box 1148, Sharon, CT 06069 (cas- 
sette, CD). More than an hour of unusual 
seasonal songs and instrumentals from 
American and European sources. With 
hammered and mountain dulcimers, gui- 
tar, concertina, banjo and fiddle. 


Takin’ It Home Tom and Carole Noru- 
lak, 754 Franklin Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 
15221 (cassette) Hammered dulcimer, 
accordion, guitar, and vocals, with special 
guests Sweetwater, Don Polito, Dave 
McLaughlin, David Golub, and others. 
Includes originals and traditionals, such as 
St. Anne’s Reel, The Titanic, Where the 
Penicillin Grows, Petronella, Clam Chow- 
der, Canon for the Nouvelle Cuisine. 


Mountain Dulcimer — Galax Style 
Phyllis Gaskins, Heritage Records, Rt. 3, 
Box 290, Galax, VA 24333 (cassette) 
Tunes learned in the Galax area, several 
from Luther Davis and others from Ray- 
mond Melton and the Blue Sky Ramblers, 
played on mountain dulcimer, fiddle, gui- 
tar, mandolin and banjo. Includes Hand- 
some Molly, Jenny Lynn Polka, Yellow 
Rose of Texas, Sugar Hill. 


A Dulcimer Harvest Ruth Barrett and 
Cyntia Smith, Aeolus Music, PO Box 
1608, Topanga, CA 90290 (cassette) 
Mostly traditional instrumentals done on 
mountain dulcimers, with violins, cello, 
bass, percussion, concertina, Celtic harp, 
guitar. Includes Song of the Wandering 
Aengus, Three French Dances, The 
Orange Rogue, Soleares, Pavan, Never 
Weather Beaten Saile. 


Fall 1991 @ 37 


Bank of Flowers Diane Ippel, PO Box 
792, Morris, IL 60450 (cassette) Tradi- 
tional instrumentals on hammered dul- 
cimer, along with Liz Cifani, Dale C. 
Evans, Phil Cooper, Paul Goelz. Includes 
Bluebell Polka, New Claret, Sweeny’s 
Polka, Ransom’s Waltz Medley, also two 
original compositions. 


Together Again for the First Time 
Felicity Strings (Patricia Mallie and Patri- 
cia Tait), PO Box 7, Dearborn Hts., MI 
48127 (cassette) Two hammered dul- 
cimers with Celtic harp, recorder, glock- 
enspiel, string bass, and other instruments; 
includes a salute to the Armed Forces. 


Therapeutic Exercise for Musi- 
cians Richard Norris, M.D., 12 Whitney 
Ave., Cambridge, MA 02139 (video) The 
author of this 1-hour video is Director of 
the Boston Arts Medicine Center. It is 
based on his course, Physical Education 
for Musicians, which he teaches at the 
New England Conservatory. Warmup and 
breathing exercises, strengthening and 
stretching exercises, instrument-specific 
exercises and more, drawn from his back- 
ground in Yoga, Tai Chi, dance, rehabilita- 
tion medicine and orthopedics. Comple- 
ments Alexander and Feldenkrais work, 
requires little or no equipment. Intended 
for healthy, uninjured musicians. 


SOUNDINGS = 


NEW REPERTOIRE FOR 
N DULCIMER 
BY ANNA BARRY 


$12.00 POSTPAID 
9 $7.50 WHOLESALE 


CONCERT MODEL 


Keith Young’s newly designed fretted dulcimer is the ultimate 
for the concert performer or those who demand the very best 
in creative design, enhanced sound, playing ease and 


craftsmanship. 


* unique shape 


and soundholes 


* deep soundbox for 
stronger bass response 
and loudness 


* gold planetary tuners 
with rosewood buttons 


* wide rosewood inlaid 
fretboard 


* transducer bridge 
for incredibly natural 
acoustic amplification 


WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE 
Appalachian Dulcimers by Keith Young 
3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, VA 22003 
Telephone: (703) 941-1071 


Classifieds 


Classifieds ads are 40¢ per word, payable in 
advance. There is a 20% discount for class- 
ified ads running unchanged in4 or more 
consecutive issues. 


Finely Designed Hand-Crafted Folk 
Toys. Limber Jack, Dog, Pony, Bear, Frog, 
Rooster, Lamb, Unicorn and Dinosaur. $11.95 
each includes shipping. Jean’s Dulcimer Shop, 
P.O. Box 8, Cosby, TN 37722. 


Martin Guitars & Elderly Instru- 
ments. Get the best from the world’s largest 
Martin guitar dealer. Dulcimers too! Free dis- 
count catalog. Elderly Instruments, 1100 N. 
Washington, POB 14210-CB-27, Lansing, MI 
48901. 517/372-7890. 


We make finest solid hardwoods hour 
glass mountain dulcimers, since 1951. Best 
quality, lowest prices, send 75¢ for details. 
Southern Highland Dulcimers, 1010 So. 14th 
St., Slaton, Texas 79364. 


Washington 
ar. 4 


aa. ~ = 


Jem Moore and Ariane Lydon (formerly “PASSAGES") are bringing audiences 
to their feet throughout North America with their unique brand of acoustic 
World Music. Hammer Dulcimer, 12-string Guitar, Celtic Harp, Irish Flute, 
African percussion, Australian Didjeridoo, Chilean Ocarina, and more. Order 
their latest recording “Dancing With The Strawman” by sending $15 for 
Compact Disc or $10 for cassette plus $1.50 S&H to: Jem Moore and Ariane 
Lydon, PO Box 1352, Marietta GA, 30061 USA. 


Autoharp Players: Joint the most extensive 
network of professional and casual autoharp 
players in the world! Established in 1980, The 
Autoharpoholic magazine remains the premier 
autoharp publication, the choice of 2,000 
enthusiasts worldwide. Quarterly issues are 
packed with instruction, songs/tunes, theory, 
tips, modifications, new ideas, people and 
places, reviews, the latest products, mail-order 
sources, events, and much more! For players at 
all skill levels. You have autoharp friends you 
haven't met yet. Join the autoharp family 
today! $14.50/year in the US ($17.50 by first 
class mail); $18 ($US) Foreign (Canada-Air; 
Other-Surface), Write i.a.d. Publications, PO 
Box 504-D, Brisbane, CA 94005. See display 
ad elsewhere in this issue. 


Note-Ably Yours: Mail order for books, 
records, cassettes, videos, musical gifts, jewel- 
ry, Stationery, folk instruments. Vast Celtic and 
folk harp music inventory. Call for free cata- 
log. 1-800/828-0115. Note-Ably Yours, 6865 
Scarff Road, New Carlisle, OH 45344. 


Caribbean Retreat: Reserve now for next 
winter. Small, affordable facility on tropical 
island. Great for workshops, family reunions, 
or fun gatherings. For info write to New Dawn, 
PO Box 1512, Vieques, Puerto Rico 00765. 
Telephone 809/741-0495. 


JEM MOORE & ARIANE LYDON 


Their Name Has Changed... 
Their Names Remain The Same 


Mostly Traditional Mountain Dul- 
cimer Melodies. All instrumental cassette 
featuring our most requested traditional moun- 
tain songs, including Wildwood Flower, Wreck 
of the ‘97, Redwing, cripple Creek, etc. Instru- 
ments are mountain dulcimer, hammered dul- 
cimer, mandolin, guitar, and bass. $10.00 
includes postage. Bill Taylor, Taylor Made 
Dulcimers, 790 McMahan Hollow Rd., Pigeon 
Forge, TN 37863. 


Wildwood Music has discount prices on 
dulcimers, C.F. Martin guitars and other beau- 
tiful stringed instruments! 672 Whitewoman 
St., Coshocton, Ohio 43812. 614/622-4224. 


Books and Videos! New Free Discount 
Catalogs with thousands of instruction and 
song books for the acoustic musician. Elderly 
Instruments, 1100 N. Washington, POB 14210- 
CB27, Lansing, MI 48901. 517/372-7890. 


The Bowed Psaltery Instruction And 
Song Book, by Jean Schilling. Beginners’ 
playing instructions, care of the psaltery and 
bow, tuning, string replacement, and seventy- 
six songs, with chords—-American, 
English,Scottish, and Irish favorites, hymns, 
carols, and O’Carolan tunes. $9.95 postpaid 
from Crying Creek Publishers, P.O. Box 8, 
Cosby, TN 37722. 


‘The Autoharpoholic is to autoharpers what Dulcimer Pla 
News is to dulcimer players. It gets people 


Taylor Made ‘Dulcimers re voonfichie | 
Pr AUTOHARPOHOLIC” 
The International Autoharp Journal 
| ra players throughout the world. It has bonded together 
representatives from all areas: casual players, professional 


Since 1980 The Autoharpoholic magazine has created 
an international network of autoharpers by uniting 
musicians, autoharp makers, clubs, teachers, and festival organizers. 


Our Editorial Staff and Advisory Board Members: Margaret Bakker, Peter 
Barberio, Stevie Beck, rg fey mh rig weary Jewel Boesel, Bryan Bowers, 
Roz Brown, Janette Carter, Chandler, Patrick Couton, Fredona Currie, Wanda 


Degen, Margie Earles, Mark erg Mike Fenton, 
Win Horner Grace, Elliott Hancock, Le 
Hazel Horti, Michael King, 


Karen Mueller, Wo: 


John McCutcheon, Tom and Mary Morg; 
‘adge tt, Cathy Barton Para, Bonnie Phi. Harv ata 


ie Foss, Billy Garrison, 
igh Ann Hardcastle, John Hollandsworth, 
an, David Morris, 


Peter Smakula, Drew Smith, Will Smith, Carol Stober, Patsy Stoneman, Sal 
Swanson, Bob Taylor, Betty Waldron, Ron Wall, Neal Walters, Elaine and Cla 


a Anita Roester, Rudo! Schlacher, Tom Schroeder, Marty Schuman, Mike 
— Weissman, Bob Welland, Charles Whitmer, Keith Young, and Stephen Young. 
w 


Now read by two thousand players throughout the world, The Autoharpoholic 
remains the largest autoharp publication in size, scope, and circulation — the 
complete source of autoharp music, autoharp-related events, and information 


on all brands of instruments for autoharp enthusiasts and players at all levels. 


Mountain Dulcimers meticulously handcrafted by Bill Taylor. 
3 basic models * Custom orders gladly accepted ¢ 


¢ Cassettes, books and accessories ¢ Send SASE for brochure 


TAYLOR MADE DULCIMERS 


790 McMahan Hollow Rd. 
Pigeon Forge, TN 37863 


(615) 428-8960 


Sing Out! The Folk Song Magazine: 
Sharing Songs Since 1950. Sing Out! provides 
a diverse and entertaining selection of tradi- 
tional and contemporary folk music. Each 
issue contains 20 songs, over 100 pages, fea- 
ture articles, interviews, record and book 
reviews, instrumental “teach-ins,” Plus 
columns by Pete Seeger and Michael Cooney. 
$15 (1 yr.) $25 (2 yrs.) $35 (3 yrs.) Sustaining 
Membership: $30, $50 or $100/yr. Sing Out! 
Box 5253-D, Bethlehem, PA 18015. 


Entertainment Attorney. For contracts, 
tax, copyrights, consultations, etc. Graham 
Carlton, 312/328-0400 or write Box 5052, 
Evanston, IL 60204. 


Free String Catalog. All major brands. 
Great prices. Fast service. Acoustic Music 
Resource. Call today! 1-800-845-8456. 1 
Bloomsbury Ave., Dept. DPN, Baltimore, MD 
21228. 


Instrument Builders: Our respected quar- 
terly journal American Lutherie is entirely 
devoted to building and repairing dulcimers, 
guitars, mandolins, lutes, violins, and other 
string instruments. We also have instrument 
plans including a hammer dulcimer. Write for 
complete info, or send $30 ($40 overseas) for 
membership. GAL, 8222 S. Park, Tacoma, WA 
98408. 


THE AUTOHARPOHOLIC — STILL FIRST! 
$14: gl yte hg / $17.50 by First Class Mail. (Sample $4.50 in U.S.) 


$18 Foreign (Canada—Air; Other—Su 


rface). U.S. dollars only. 


Make check or money order payable to i.a.d. Publications. 
i.a.d. PUBLICATIONS, P.O. BOX 504-D, BRISBANE, CA 94005. 


Join hundreds of ‘harpers enjoying 
Autoharp Quarterly. Be informed, educated 
and entertained with 44 pages of articles, 
lessons, event schedules, music, and much 
more for autoharpers of all levels. Four issues 
via first-class mail, just $15 in the U.S.; Cana- 
da $17(US). Send check to Autoharp Quarter- 
ly, PO Box A, Newport, PA 17074. 


Cimbaloms: Chromatic hammered dulcimer 
with damper pedal. Alex Udvary, 2115 W. 
Warner, Chicago, Illinois 60618. 


Records, Cassettes, Compact Discs! 
New Free Discount Catalog with over 10,000 
titles. Bluegrass, folk, blues, jazz, old time 
country, and much more, listed by category of 
music and by artist. Elderly Instruments, 1100 
N. Washington, POB 14210-CB27, Lansing, 
MI 48901. 517/372-7890. 


What The Hill People Say. Cassette 
Album by Susan Trump. A delightful collec- 
tion of contemporary and traditional songs 
with the rural flavor of yesterday. Featuring 
“The Haying Song,” “Blessed Quietness,” 
“Loudonville Waltz” and more. PO Box 313, 
Newtonville, New York 12128. $10.25 
includes postage. 


Plucked Dulcimer, Kits, Mouthbows. 
Complete instructions. Solid woods. Make 
great gifts. Brochure $1.00. Alpine Dulcimers, 
Box 566A6, Boulder, CO 80306. 


Instrument Builders: Our respected quar- 
terly journal American Lutherie is entirely 
devoted to building and repairing dulcimers, 
guitars, mandolins, lutes, violins, and other 
string instruments. We also have instrument 
plans including a hammer dulcimer. Write for 
complete info, or send $30 ($40 overseas) for 
membership. GAL, 8222 S. Park, Tacoma, WA 
98408. 


The Kitchen Musician’s Occasional 
for Hammer Dulcimer, Etc.: Booklets in 
standard notation, some with tablature. Newly 
Revised #1 Waltzes, 24 waltzes and airs, $4; #2 
Old Timey Fiddle Tunes, 30 tunes, $4; #3 
O’Carolan Tunes, 12 tunes, $3; #4 Fine Tunes, 
32 old standards, $4; #7 Michigan Tunes, 26 
tunes collected from traditional players, $4; #8 
Twenty-eight Country Dances, English country 
dance music and instructions, $4; #9 Favourite 
Scotch Measures, 25 strathspeys, reels, jigs, 
pipe tunes, $4. Add $1 post for one item, 40¢ 
each additional. Sara Johnson, 449 Hidden Val- 
ley Lane, Cincinnati, OH 45215. 


continued on next page 
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Classifieds continued 


Also from the Kitchen Musician: New 
tape/CD recording Chameleon, violin, vir- 
ginal, hammer dulcimer, cittern and mandolin 
playing traditional tunes from Ireland, Scot- 
land and France, in arrangements that will 
appeal to lovers of Celtic, new age, or classical 
music. Several tunes from Kitchen Musician 
books #5 and #9. Cassette $10.50 postpaid, 
CD $16.50 postpaid. Also, cassette Green 
Groves of Erin, by Ten Strike, a “New Folk” 
blending of traditional and contemporary 
instrumental and vocal music of the British 
Isles and North America, two hammer dul- 
cimers, violin, guitars, cittern, keyboards, 
dobro, mandolin banjo. Cassette $10.50 post- 
paid. c/o Sara Johnson, 449 Hidden Valley 
Lane, Cincinnati, OH 45215 


Bodhrans and Accessories. Handmade 
in our workshop from solid oak, steam-bent 
body with non-separating 18” goatskin head. 
Several models to choose from. Also, carrying 
bags, instruction book, and beaters. Buck 
Musical Instrument Products, 40 Sand Road, 
New Britain, PA 18901. 215/345-9442. 


Korg DT2 Tuner $60 (list $90), Korg 
AT12 Tuner $155 (list $230): Fretted and 
Hammered Dulcimers, Bowed Psalteries, 
Celtic Harps, Kits, Stands, Hammers, Bag- 
pipes, Concertinas. Song of the Sea, 47 West 
Street, Bar Harbor, Maine 04609. Catalog: 2 
stamps. 207/288-5653 phone. 


Notes on the Hammered Dulcimer: A 
Book of Tunes and Instructions, by Ed Hale. 
139 pages. 57 tunes in music and tab. 12 har- 
monies. Extensive instruction for all levels. 
Book $20. Book and tape $26. Ed Hale, 700 
West “D” St., North Little Rock, AR 72116. 
Phone 501/753-9259. 


The ultimate in sound! Cimbaloms. 
European, chromatic hammered dulcimers with 
dampers and pedal. See display ad on page 9 in 
this issue. A. I. Eppler Ltd., PO Box 16513 
Seattle, WA 98116-0513. 206/932-2211. 


Dulcimers 
All hardwood, geared tuners, four strings. One- 
piece, slotted soundboard design. Played same as 
any mountain dulcimer. Complete with noter and 
pick. 


Cherry, $58 including UPS shipping. Add sales tax 
if shipped to NY address. Call or write for pricing 
and availability of other woods. 


McCracken Woodworks 
23 Deerfield Lane, Ithaca, NY 14850 
(607) 539-7350 


Supplies for Dulcimer Makers 
From Folkcraft 


Folkcraft is your source for instrument making supplies. All wood is carefully dried 
and seasoned. Tops, backs, sides, and fingerboards are sanded to exact tolerances and 
matched. You'll also find quality accessories and strings, and quick delivery. 

Items within the same category may be combined for quantity discounts. Example: 4 
walnut backs 2 cherry backs, use the 6-11 price for each. Orders for 50 or more pieces in 
the same category receive a 10% additional discount from the 12 and up price. 


DULCIMER BACKS 

Dimensions 7° x 32° x 1/8" for 1 pc 
8 x 32° x 1/8° for 2 pc (two 4° pcs) 

ttem # 1-5 

501 Cherry 1 pc 

502 Cherry2 pc... 

§03 Walnut 1 pe ....... 

504 Walnut 2 pt oo... 

505  Hond. Mahogany 1 pc 

506 Hond. Mahogany 2 pc 

508 Birdseye Maple 2 pc 

510 Curly Maple 2 pc Mss 

511 E. Indian Rosewood 2 pc .. 


SOUNDBOARDS 
Dimensions 7° x 32° x 1/8" for 1 pc 

8 x 32° x 1/8" for 2 pc (two 4° pes) 
Sitka Spruce and W.R. Cedar are vertical grain 
551 No. 1 Spruce 2 pc 8.25 
553. W.R. Cedar 1 pc F ; 8.25 
554 W.R. Cedar 2 pe — 8.25 


DULCIMER SIDE SETS 
Dimensions 2° x 32" x 1/10° (2 pcs) 
601 Cherry. 

602 Walnut 

603 Hond. Mahogany 

604 Birdseye Maple 

605 Curly Maple . 

606 —_E. Indian Rosewood 


FINGERBOARDS 
Dimensions 3/4° x 32° x 1 1/2° 
Cherry ‘ 
Walnut .............. 

Hond. Mahogany 
Clear Maple....... 
Bdseye Maple .. 
Curly Maple 

E. Indian Rosewood 


NUT, BRIDGE & FRET SLOTS PRE-CUT FOR 27" 
PATTERN (18 FRET SLOTS) $2.00/FINGERBOARD 


DELRIN PLASTIC NUT AND BRIDGE STOCK 
700 To fit above $1.00 per ft 


POSITION MARKERS 
900 Abalone Dots (6 MM) 50 ea 
991 Mother of Pear! Dots (6 MM) 35 ea. 


DULCIMER PEG HEADS 
Dimensions 1 1/2" x 3° x 8" for 1 pc 

1 1/2" x 3° x 8 (two 3/4" pcs) 
750 = Cherry......... is 435 415 
751 Walnut : F 480 4.55 
752 Hond. Mahogany oe 470 4.50 
753 Birdseye Maple §.35 5.10 
754 = Curly Maple 5.15 4.90 
755 _E. Indian Rosewood .............. 13.15 12.50 
758 — African Mahogany ; 4.35 4.15 


DULCIMER TAIL BLOCKS 

Dimensions 2° x 1 1/2"x 3° 

850 Cherry ‘ast a 2.20 2.00 1,90 
851 = Wainut........... bi 2.35 2.10 2.00 
852 Hond. Mahogany 2.35 2.10 2.00 
853 Clear Mapie.......... iret 2.10 1.90 1.80 
854 Birdseye Maple 2.50 2.25 2.15 
855 Curly Maple ... 2.50 2.25 2.15 
856 Indian Rosewood 7,10 640 6.05 


Circle: 1 pe or 2 pe 


DULCIMER TUNING PEGS 

MACHINE HEADS - individuals with screws, for horizontal mounting. 
white plastic button 

3024 Set of 4 $7.30 3026 49-144 $1.40 ea 
3025 5-48 $1.55 ea 3027 145 &up $1.25 ea 


GROVER "PERMA-TENSION" — pegs with pearloid buttons (Set of 4) 
3030 (1 Set) $29.50 (2-4) $23.50 (5-11) $19.60 (12 & up) $14.75 
3040 Rosewood button add $2.00/set 


FRICTION PEGS 
3050 Ebony $2.50 ea 3060 Rosewood ... $2.25 ea, 


STEWART -MACDONALD FIVE-STAR DULCIMER PEGS 
Pearloid button (Set of 4) 
3065 (1Set)$75.00 (2)$60.00 (3-5)S48.00 (6 & up) $42.75 


DULCIMER STRING ANCHOR PINS 
(copper plated) (use with ball end strings) 
4085 Set of 4 40 4087 Pkg. of 250... 9.40 
4086 Pkg. of 50 2.50 4088 Pkg. of 500 15.00 


STRINGS Bulk Packed (Combine Sizes for Best Discount) 
Plain Sizes .009-.013 Wound Sizes .020- 026 
Plain Sizes Wound Sizes 
1-12 Strings 45 ea. 1.15 ea 
13-48 Strings 25 ea. 95 ea 
49-144 Strings 20 ea 75 ea. 
145-288 Strings 15 ea. 55 ea 
289 & Up Strings 12 ea 45 ea 
— SPECIFY BALL OR LOOP END — 


FRET WIRE 18% Nickel-silver, Pre-straightened, 2° lengths 
4090 per foot 

5000 1/4 Ib. {about 19’) 

5010 1 Ib 


DULCIMER CASES 

CHIPBOARD (Lozenge Shape) fits both hourglass and teardrop styles 
39° x 4" , 8° tapering to 5" width 

5017 (1) $32.50 (2) $28.50 ea. (3-5) $22.50 ea. (6 & up) $16.50 ea 
HARDSHELL 39° x 8" x 4° 

5020 80.00 ea 

CARRYING BAG 42° x 8° Cordura fabric, padded, lined. Has shoulder 
Strap, handle, book/accessory pocket 

5051 (1)$49.95 (2)$39.95ea. (3-5)$34.95ea. (6 & up) $29. 95ea 


DULCIMER PICKS | Circie one: iarge triangle or long oval shape 

5070 Pkg. of 5 1.00 5080 Pkg. of 144 14.40 

5075 Pkg. of 72 10.80 

5071 Herdim® “3 in 1° picks (3 gauges in 1 pick) 
(1-2) .70ea (3-5) 55ea. (6-11) 49 ea 


ZITHER TUNING PEGS _Nicke! plated 

11002 each 30 11020 Pkg. of 500 75.00 
11000 Pkg. of 50...... 1250 11030 Pkg. of 1000 110.00 
11010 Pkg. of 250... 47.50 


HITCH PINS Nickel piatea 
13080 Pkg. of 50 5.00 
13081 Pkg. of 250 18.75 


(12 & up) 42 ea 


135 X 1 1/4" long 
13082 Pkg. of 500 ....... 30.00 
13083 Pkg. of 1000...... 50.00 


Write for our complete supply list. 
Dulcimer, Hammered Dulcimer and 
Bowed Psaltery! 


SHIPPING - Most orders shipped via UPS. Please include your 
street address with order. Orders up to $100: Minimum ship- 
ping charge for woods and accessories — $5.00. Orders of $101 
and up: Add 5% of the total order. We will bill for additional 
shipping when orders contain large quantities of heavy items 


Prices subject to change without notice. 


Folkcraft {nstruments 


Box 807, Winsted, CT 06098 


(203) 379-9857 


VISA AND MASTERCARD ACCEPTED ON PHONE ORDERS 


GET 
INTO 
THE ACT! 


Some people will walk all over you to 
get to the top. But at Dulcimer Players 
News, we think it’s helpful to have 
friends to lean on. That’s why each 
issue of DPN brings you interviews, 
news on festivals, workshops and 
much more. It’s a great place to 
network. And, at $15 for one year and 
$27 for two years, subscriptions won't 
break your back. 


Dulcimer Players News 
Post Office Box 2164 
Winchester, VA 22601 


Fw FASGES 5 Dg Se ar Nx 
ROOTS & BRANCHES MUSICY a 


~ ie Ml 


POST OFFICE BOX 2164 WINCHESTER, VA 22601 (703)465-4955 


A Place Apart 


Turquoise Records 
A New Cassette or Compact Disc Release of Wonderful Songs Sung by Madeline 
MacNeil accompanied by Hammered Dulcimer & Fretted Dulcimer. 
Seth Austen - Guitar, Ralph Gordon - Bass & Cello, Bob Calabrese and Scott Asalone - vocal accompaniment 


From A Distance Julie Gold 
Craggy Knob Robert Bruce Cumming 
Try to Remember Jones/Schmidt 
Furry Day Carol Traditional English 
Autumn Leaves Johnny Mercer 
Many Butterflies Madeline MacNeil 
We'll Sing the Night Away Robbie Clement 
Dancing at Whitsun Traditional 
Vigil Madeline MacNeil 
Shenandoah Traditional 


cassette tape - $10, compact disc - $15, shipping $1.50 (add .50¢ for each additional item.) VA residents add 4.5% sales tax 


P.O. Box 2164 © Winchester, VA 2 
Address Correction Requested 
Return Postage Guaranteed 


SERVING THE NEEDS OF THE FOLK AND HOMEMADE MUSIC WORLDS 


HAMMERED & MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS 
BOWED & PLUCKED PSALTERIES 


Specializing in handcrafted folk instruments and everything for them -- 


FINISHED INSTRUMENTS, KITS, BUILDERS' SUPPLIES, CASES, 
ACCESSORIES, BOOKS, RECORDINGS, INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS, 
FOLK TOYS AND A VARIETY OF HAND CRAFTS. 


Our catalog offers a uniquely diverse selection for your musical needs. 


GFEGGBEH costes 51.00 ~- terntave with First oreo] BBBHBGGGE 


eee NEWS 


2601 


Mail to: 


Bulk Rate 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 
Winchester, VA 
Permit No. 107 


Subscribers: If your mailing label is dated 10/1/1991, that means your subscription ends 
with this issue. Time to renew! To keep your DPNs coming without interruption, send us your 
renewal before December 15, 1991. Labels dated 1/1/1991 mean you have one issue after this 
one. Renewing early is just fine! 


Jean’s Dulcimer Shop 


P.O. BOX #8, HIGHWAY 32 
COSBY, TENNESSEE 37722 


Phone: (615) 487-5543 
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